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D E A R  F E L L O W  C O N S E R VAT I O N  V O T E R ,
I am pleased to present the New Jersey League of Conservation Voters’ 2017 Environmental Scorecard. 
The biennial scorecard provides a comprehensive, easy-to-use summary of how New Jersey’s 40 
senators and 80 Assembly members voted on key legislation affecting air and water quality, open 
space, and the fight against climate change.

As “the political voice for the environment,” New Jersey LCV uses its resources to elect environmental 
champions and support them in office, while helping to defeat candidates and office holders whose 
legislative priorities do not include air, water, and land protections. We empower legislators by 
providing background information before key environmental votes, and we hold legislators accountable 
for their positions and actions related to our environment. The scorecard is an important and respected 
component of our work.  

Although Governor Christie has shown himself to be no friend of the environment, New Jersey LCV 
has partnered with the Legislature to achieve major policy victories in the last two years. For example, 
voter-approved funds for open space preservation and stewardship have begun flowing to worthy 
projects after more than two years of procedural deadlock. Additionally, New Jersey LCV led an effort 
to empower voters to decide in November whether to create a lockbox to dedicate all environmental 
damage monies from polluters to restore contaminated communities, ending a Christie administration 
habit of diverting the funds to balance the budget. The legislative action to place the Natural Resource 
Damages (NRD) question on the ballot passed overwhelmingly in both chambers, again demonstrating 
strong bipartisan support for environmental issues in our state.

While New Jersey LCV is heartened by our successes, there were setbacks as well. For example, the 
Legislature unanimously passed a bill extending the life of previously issued out of date building 
permits in counties hardest hit by Superstorm Sandy. This was the fifth such permit extension, which 
means still-valid permits could be almost 20 years old, allowing building in areas that would now be 
off limits based on newer regulations.   

New Jersey LCV invites you to share this scorecard with your friends, family, colleagues, and neighbors 
so they know where their representatives stand on conserving our environment. We must all work to 
elect and support new environmental champions in the Legislature who are committed to safeguarding 
our natural resources, improving health, safety and quality of life for families, and fighting climate 
change, the most imminent threat of our lifetime. With Governor Christie term limited from seeking 
re-election, we have an unprecedented opportunity with a new administration to make New Jersey a 
national leader on environmental protections and clean energy once again.

Thank you for your continued support of this ongoing challenge. 

Sincerely,

Ed Potosnak
Executive Director, New Jersey League of Conservation Voters
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E N V I R O N M E N TA L  A G E N D A
N e w  J e r s e y  L e a g u e  o f 
C o n s e r v a t i o n  V o t e r s
To p  P r i o r i t i e s |  2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7

E a c h  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  N e w 
J e r s e y  L e a g u e  o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
V o t e r s ’  a f f i l i a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e 
E d u c a t i o n  F u n d ,  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  a 
d i v e r s e  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n 
l e a d e r s  t o  d e v e l o p  a  C o m m o n  A g e n d a 
f o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t r e f l e c t i n g  p o l i c y 
p r i o r i t i e s  s h a r e d  a c r o s s  N e w  J e r s e y ’ s 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o m m u n i t y .  F o r  2 0 1 6 -
1 7 ,  t h e s e  c o m m o n  p r i o r i t i e s  a r e 
F u n d i n g  O p e n  S p a c e ,  S a f e g u a r d i n g 
C l e a n  W a t e r ,  a n d  S e c u r i n g  C l e a n 
A i r .  N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  h a s  a d o p t e d  t h i s 
a g e n d a .

Photo By: Kendra Baumer
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As the nation’s most densely populated state, New Jersey is slated to reach full build out by mid-
century. Establishing sustainable funding for preserving open space, farmlands, and historic sites and 
ensuring that funds are properly directed is essential. This is how we ensure future generations have 
safe, accessible parks to play in, clean water to drink, locally grown fresh foods, and access to our diverse 
cultural heritage. Preserving lands reduces destructive flooding, protects our drinking water supply, and 
promotes outdoor recreational activities that provide substantial economic benefits and job creation. 
Moreover, conserved land provides economic benefits of more than 10 times the cost of preservation.

In November 2014, 65% of New Jersey voters approved Public Question 2 and established stable funding 
for the preservation and stewardship of open space, parks, farms, historic and flood-prone areas by 
dedicating 4 percent of existing corporation business tax revenues to preservation and environmental 
programs through fiscal year 2019, and dedicating an additional 2 percent of existing corporation business 
tax revenues from fiscal year 2020 forward. The voter-approved measure provides reduced, but stable 
annual funding for the depleted Green Acres, Blue Acres, farmland, and historic preservation programs, 
as well as programs to improve water quality, remove and clean up underground storage tanks, remediate 
brownfields, and clean up polluted sites.

F U N D I N G  O P E N  S PA C E 
E S TA B L I S H  I M P L E M E N T I N G  L E G I S L AT I O N  T O  D E D I C AT E 
O P E N  S P A C E  F U N D I N G

Photo By: Ron Coleman



6

Today more than 50% of our drinking water sources, 84% of our designated swimming waters and 99% of 
the waters that support fishing violate the Clean Water Act standards. This pollution has diminished public 
health, tourism, recreation, and broken the public trust. Furthermore, given that New Jersey has the highest 
population density of any state, the necessity of preserving and improving our water resources is amplified. 
Protecting water resources ensures continued future access not only for recreational activities, like fishing and 
swimming, but also to secure a safe supply of clean drinking water for New Jersey’s families and businesses. 
New Jersey LCV is dedicated to cleaning up New Jersey’s water for generations to come. 

One way to do this is have the best and most current information on the quantity and quality of our drinking 
water resources through a long-overdue update of the New Jersey Water Supply Master Plan. The Water 
Supply Master Plan has not been updated since 1996. Working with information that is now 20 years old 
hinders the ability of legislators to accurately access water issues and implement policies to protect one of 
the most important resources for public health, quality of life, and economic growth. In 2017, the Department 
of Environmental released a draft of an updated Water Supply Master Plan, which is currently under review.

Additionally, legislation creating storm water utilities is needed to address polluted runoff and combined 
sewers, both of which are impacting New Jersey’s water bodies. The establishment of stormwater utilities 
would create a mechanism to provide a dedicated revenue source for stormwater management. The utility 
structure provides increased stability and predictability of funds, and is lauded by experts as a more equitable 
way to tackle this important issue. 

In recent years we have seen millions of the dollars collected from corporate polluters in Natural Resource 
Damages (NRD) cases diverted from environmental restoration projects to unrelated government spending. 
In addition, a settlement accepted by the state from ExxonMobil represented just pennies on the dollar 
compared to the actual damage. Unfortunately, without a constitutional lockbox, these funds are increasingly 
not making it back to those affected by polluters’ actions. New Jersey LCV is committed to amending the 
New Jersey Constitution to dedicate NRD and other environmental settlements to restoration and keep 
politics out of toxic cleanups. Because of an effort led by New Jersey LCV, voters will have the opportunity to 
constitutionally dedicate and prevent future diversions of NRD funds in November.

S A F E G U A R D I N G   C L E A N  WAT E R
U P D AT E  T H E  W AT E R  S U P P L Y  M A S T E R  P L A N
E S TA B L I S H  S T O R M W AT E R  U T I L I T I E S
C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  D E D I C AT I O N  F O R  E N V I R O N M E N TA L 
S E T T L E M E N T S
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New Jersey’s air quality is exceptionally poor. According to the American Lung Association’s annual 
report card, every county in the State received D’s and F’s for air quality. Additionally, urban air quality is 
disproportionately diminished by industrial and manufacturing activities, which threaten the most vulnerable 
populations in our society. Our climate is rapidly changing, leaving New Jersey families and businesses 
vulnerable to the impacts of more frequent and severe storms. The time for action is now. We must demand 
that our elected leaders make climate change a priority. Improving air quality addresses a major public health 
concern and greenhouse gas emissions. To protect both the environment and the health of New Jersey’s 
citizens, New Jersey LCV has made clean air a priority by working to combat air pollution, improve energy 
efficiency, address the cumulative impacts of concentrated industrialization, promote adaption to climate 
change and sea-level rise, increase our production of clean energy, and promote renewable installations on 
brownfields and landfills.

Notably, New Jersey LCV aims to ensure the Garden State increases production of clean, renewable, energy 
by setting a new Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) goal of at least 80% renewable by 2050. Currently, the 
State of New Jersey has a RPS goal of 22.5% of electricity coming from renewable energy sources by 2021, with 
4.1% percent coming from solar energy by 2028.

S E C U R I N G  C L E A N  A I R
C O M B AT  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  A N D  A I R  P O L L U T I O N
I N C R E A S E  P R O D U C T I O N  O F  C L E A N  E N E R G Y
P R O M O T E  E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N C Y

Photo By: Nosha
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S C O R E C A R D  AT  A  G L A N C E

Photo By: Nicholas A. Tonelli
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B E S T  A N D  W O R S T  B Y  P A R T Y

A S S E M B LY
AV E R A G E  D E M O C R AT
AV E R A G E  R E P U B L I C A N

8 9 %
3 3 %

B E S T  T H R E E
J o h n  M c K e o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 5 %
M i l a  J a s e y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 5 %
D a n i e l  B e n s o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 5 %

W O R S T  T H R E E
M a r i a  R o d r i g u e z - G r e g g . . . . . .  1 8 %
B r i a n  R u m p f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8 %
P a r k e r  S p a c e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8 %

AV E R A G E  D E M O C R AT
AV E R A G E  R E P U B L I C A N

8 9 %
4 1 %

B E S T  T H R E E
L i n d a  G r e e n s t e i n . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 5 %
S h i r l e y  Tu r n e r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 5 %
B o b  S m i t h . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 5 %

W O R S T  T H R E E
S t e v e n  O r o h o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 %
G e r a l d  C a r d i n a l e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 5 %
M i c h a e l  D o h e r t y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 5 %

B E S T  A N D  W O R S T  B Y  P A R T Y

D E M O C R AT
B E S T  L i n d a  G r e e n s t e i n . . . . . .  9 5 %
W O R S T  J e f f  V a n  D r e w . . . . . . . .  6 5 %

R E P U B L I C A N
B E S T  C h r i s  “ K i p ”  B a t e m a n . . 9 0 %
W O R S T  S t e v e n  O r o h o . . . . . . . . 2 0 %

D E M O C R AT
B E S T  J o h n  M c K e o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 5 %
W O R S T  R .  B r u c e  L a n d . . . . . . . . .6 8 %

R E P U B L I C A N
B E S T  C h r i s  B r o w n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 6 %
W O R S T  M a r i a 
R o d r i g u e z - G r e g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8 %

S E N AT E
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S E N AT E  L E A D E R S H I P

P R E S I D E N T 
  S t e p h e n  S w e e n e y . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 5 %

M A J O R I T Y  L E A D E R 
  L o r e t t a  W e i n b e r g . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 0 %

D E M O C R AT I C  C O N F E R E N C E  C H A I R
  R o b e r t  G o r d o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 0 %

D E M O C R AT I C  W H I P
  S a n d r a  C u n n i n g h a m . . . . . . . . . 9 0 %

M I N O R I T Y  L E A D E R
  T h o m a s  K e a n  J r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 0 %

R E P U B L I C A N  C O N F E R E N C E  L E A D E R
  R o b e r t  S i n g e r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 5 %

R E P U B L I C A N  W H I P
  J o s e p h  P e n n a c c h i o . . . . . . . . . . . 3 5 %

A S S E M B LY  L E A D E R S H I P

S P E A K E R
  V i n c e n t  P r i e t o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 5 %

M A J O R I T Y  L E A D E R 
  L o u  G r e e n w a l d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 5 %

D E M O C R AT I C  C O N F E R E N C E  L E A D E R
  S h a v o n d a  S u m t e r . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 5 %

D E M O C R AT I C  W H I P
  H e r b  C o n a w a y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 0 %

M I N O R I T Y  L E A D E R
  J o n  B r a m n i c k . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 2 %

R E P U B L I C A N  C O N F E R E N C E  L E A D E R
  A n t h o n y  B u c c o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 7 %

R E P U B L I C A N  W H I P
  N a n c y  M u n o z . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   3 2 %

C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R S
S E N AT E  B U D G E T  A N D  A P P R O P R I AT I O N S
  P a u l  S a r l o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 0 %

S E N AT E  E N V I R O N M E N T  A N D  E N E R G Y 
  B o b  S m i t h . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9 5 %

S E N AT E  H E A LT H ,  H U M A N  S E R V I C E S ,  A N D  S E N I O R  C I T I Z E N S
  J o s e p h  V i t a l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 5 %

S E N AT E  T R A N S P O R TAT I O N
  N i c h o l a s  S a c c o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 5 %

A S S E M B LY  A P P R O P R I AT I O N S
  J o h n  B u r z i c h e l l i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 6 %

A S S E M B LY  A G R I C U LT U R E  A N D  N AT U R A L  R E S O U R C E S
  B o b  A n d r z e j c z a k . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 8 %  
A S S E M B LY  E N V I R O N M E N T  A N D  S O L I D  WA S T E
  T i m  E u s t a c e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 6 %

A S S E M B LY  T R A N S P O R TAT I O N  A N D  I N D E P E N D E N T  A U T H O R I T I E S
  J o h n  W i z n i e w s k i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...95%

Photo By: Jim Lukach
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Photo By: Andy Atzert

D I S C R I P T I O N  A N D  S TAT U S  O F  N E W 
J E R S E Y  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  B I L L S
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Implements 2014 constitutional dedication of Corporation Business Tax (CBT) revenues for environmental 
purposes; revises and continues state’s open space, farmland, and historic preservation programs. This act 
funds important farmland and preservation projects within New Jersey, helping to protect drinking water, 
grow Jersey Fresh produce, and preserve historic sites.

1 .  O P E N  S PA C E  D E D I C AT E D  F U N D I N G  I M P L E M E N TAT I O N  1  ( S - 9 6 9 / A - 7 8 0 ) 
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 3 2 - 5 ) ,  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 4 - 1 5 - 3 ) , 
s u b s t i t u t e d  b y  S - 2 4 5 6 ,  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  P. L . 2 0 1 6 ,  c . 1 2

S E N AT E  B I L L S

Implements the same constitutionally dedicated funds from the Corporation Business Tax (CBT) revenues 
for certain environmental purposes as “Open Space Implementation 1”, with minor, non-impactful 
amendments made by the Governor and legislative leadership to secure the Governor’s support.

2 .  O P E N  S PA C E  D E D I C AT E D  F U N D I N G  I M P L E M E N TAT I O N  2  ( S - 2 4 5 6 / A - 4 0 1 7 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  u n a n i m o u s l y ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y 
( 7 4 - 3 - 0 ) ,  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  P. L . 2 0 1 6 ,  c . 1 2 .

Appropriates money from the state General Fund to the Lead Hazard Control Assistance Fund, which 
comprehensively addresses lead-based paint issues in New Jersey, providing for emergency relocation 
of families with a child whose blood shows elevated lead levels, increasing identification of lead-based 
paint hazards, and identifying lead-safe housing via a publicly available web-based Lead Safe Housing 
Registry. Lead is a dangerous neurotoxin and children are particularly vulnerable; lead poisoning is entirely 
preventable with sufficient funding.

3 .  L E A D  M I T I G AT I O N  F U N D I N G  ( S - 9 9 6 / A - 1 3 7 8 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 3 2 - 0 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 4 - 1 4 - 5 ) , 
c o n d i t i o n a l l y  v e t o e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r

Directs the Drinking Water Quality Institute to study the issues of 1,2,3-trichloropropane (1,2,3-TCP) levels in 
drinking water that recommend a maximum contaminant level for the chemical, a manmade substance and 
the EPA has classified as a “likely” carcinogen. The agency also says 1,2,3-TCP poses a significant cancer risk 
at high levels of consumption.

4 .  D R I N K I N G  WAT E R  Q U A L I T Y  S TA N D A R D  R E V I E W  ( S - 8 8 5 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 9 - 6 ) ,  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  A s s e m b l y

Provides the protection afforded by “The Endangered and Nongame Species Conservation Act” to the 
diamondback terrapin, a native reptile endangered by habitat loss and road mortality. Diamondback 
terrapins are particularly vulnerable in the summer when females actively search for nest sites. This 
protection prevents them from being harvested and encourages conservation of the species and its habitat.

5 .  P R O T E C T  T E R R A P I N S  ( A - 2 9 4 9 / S - 1 6 2 5 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b o t h  c h a m b e r s  u n a n i m o u s l y ,  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r.  P. L . 2 0 1 6 ,  c . 1 7
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Requires the owner or operator of a high-hazard train traveling within the state to establish a discharge 
response, cleanup, and contingency plan. The bill also improves transparency for residents and businesses 
in surrounding communities by providing routes and volumes of cargo. Owners or operators of the trains 
would be required to provide training to local emergency service personnel along the travel route, ensuring 
better preparedness if an accident occurs.

6 .  T R A N S P O R TAT I O N  O F  H A Z A R D O U S  M AT E R I A L S  B Y  R A I L  S A F E T Y 
( S - 8 0 6 / A - 2 4 6 3 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : P a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 4 - 1 6 - 4 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 6 - 1 0 ) , 
c o n d i t i o n a l l y  v e t o e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r

Requires the Department of Transportation, New Jersey Turnpike Authority, and South Jersey Transportation 
Authority to plant native species whenever they plant vegetation for purposes of landscaping, land 
management, reforestation, or habitat restoration. Plants native to New Jersey provide the most benefits to 
wildlife and reduce negative impacts of nonnative and invasive vegetation.

7.  N AT I V E  V E G E TAT I O N  F O R  R E S T O R AT I O N  ( S - 2 2 7 / A - 9 6 3 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 3 5 - 2 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  u n a n i m o u s l y , 
s i g n e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  P. L . 2 0 1 7 ,  c . 4 1

Asks voters to amend the state Constitution to dedicate all state monies received from settlements and 
awards in cases of environmental contamination for certain environmental purposes, instead of for any 
state purpose. Previously, the Governor has diverted Natural Resource Damages (NRD) funds to balance the 
budget. This resolution created a ballot question, which will go before voters this November, that will ensure 
these funds can be used only to repair damage, restore, or permanently protect the state’s natural resources.

8 .  E N D I N G  D I V E R S I O N S  O F  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  D A M A G E S  F U N D S  ( S C R - 3 9 /
A C R - 1 2 7 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 8 - 8 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 6 - 1 8 - 3 ) ,  f i l e d 
w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e

Directs New Jersey Turnpike Authority and South Jersey Transportation Authority to equip service areas 
along the toll roads with electric vehicle charging stations, which would charge plug-in electric motor 
vehicles. Electric vehicles are an important part in reducing our greenhouse gas emissions and fighting 
climate change, and this bill will drive up demand for zero-emissions cars and significantly reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.

9 .  E L E C T R I C  V E H I C L E  C H A R G I N G  ( S - 8 7 4 / A - 4 0 4 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  a m e n d e d  ( 3 2 - 2 ) ,  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  A s s e m b l y

Appropriates $59,532,000 from constitutionally dedicated Corporation Business Tax (CBT) revenues for state 
acquisition of lands for recreation and conservation, including the Blue Acres program, which allows the state 
to buy homes in flood zones, and for the improvement of historic sites such as Princeton Battlefield.

1 0 .  F U N D S  F O R  C O N S E R VAT I O N  A N D  R E C R E AT I O N  ( S - 2 9 9 7 / A - 4 5 9 7 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  b o t h  c h a m b e r s  u n a n i m o u s l y ,  s i g n e d  i n t o  l a w  b y  t h e 
G o v e r n o r .  P. L . 2 0 1 7 ,  c . 6 6

S E N AT E  B I L L S



1 4

Required the state to rejoin the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), a multi-state pact whose goal 
is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate change. A critical issue facing New Jersey, climate 
change causes rising sea levels that can devastate our coastline. Restoring New Jersey’s participation 
in RGGI (Governor Christie pulled New Jersey from the accord) would help address climate change by 
encouraging lower CO2 emissions, providing substantial funding for energy efficiency programs, and 
enabling the state to expand its portfolio of environmentally sustainable energy options.

1 1 .  R E J O I N  R E G I O N A L  G R E E N H O U S E  G A S  I N I T I AT I V E  ( A - 4 7 0 1 / S - 3 0 5 9 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 4 7 - 2 6 - 2 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 3 - 1 5 ) , 
v e t o e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r

Would have permitted the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (BPU) to approve qualified wind energy 
projects in territorial waters offshore of a municipality in which casino gaming is authorized. Wind energy 
provides domestic jobs and energy independence for New Jersey, and is a necessary component of moving 
the state to a clean energy future.

1 2 .  E S TA B L I S H  O F F S H O R E  W I N D  ( S - 9 8 8 / A - 3 0 9 3 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 3 - 1 1 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 3 - 2 1 ) , 
v e t o e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r

Recognizes the Delaware Bayshore as region of special significance in New Jersey and urges the Delaware Bayshore 
council to inform the Governor of threats facing the region. The Delaware Bayshore is a critical migratory stopover 
for more than 300 species of birds, and contains the Earth’s largest remaining horseshoe crab population, which 
provides eggs that feed thousands of shorebirds. Besides its ecological importance, the Bayshore and its tributaries 
provide drinking water to residents, protect against flooding, and help sustain the region’s industries. Threats to 
the Bayshore include habitat and farmland loss, contamination, and natural disasters.

1 3 .  D E L AWA R E  B AY S H O R E  R E C O G N I T I O N  ( A J R - 2 5 / S J R - 1 4 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b o t h  c h a m b e r s  u n a n i m o u s l y ,  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r 
P. L . 2 0 1 6 ,  J R - 1 0

Determines that the DEP’s proposal to amend septic system density standards in Highlands Water Protection and 
Planning Act is inconsistent with legislative intent. The septic system density in the preservation area is currently 
one septic system per 88 acres, but this proposal would increase the density to one per 25 acres. This proposal 
allowing more septic systems would open up the preservation area of the Highlands to more development, directly 
threatening water quality.

1 4 .  H I G H L A N D S  WAT E R  P R O T E C T I O N  ( A C R - 1 9 2 / S C R - 1 4 8 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 2 - 1 4 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 2 - 2 4 )

Requires New Jersey to join the U.S. Climate Alliance, the group formed after President Trump announced 
his intention to withdraw the United States from the Paris Climate Accord. The Climate Alliance is 
committed to upholding the Paris Climate Accord and reducing greenhouse gases in order to address the 
threats posed by climate change.

1 5 .  R E Q U I R E S  N J  T O  J O I N  U . S .  C L I M AT E  A L L I A N C E  ( S - 3 3 1 7 / A - 5 0 4 0 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 5 - 1 4 ) ,  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  A s s e m b l y

S E N AT E  B I L L S
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Resolution urges the Governor of New Jersey to join the United States 
Climate Alliance.

1 6 .  U R G E S  G O V E R N O R  T O  J O I N  C L I M AT E  A L L I A N C E 
( S R - 1 3 3 / A R - 2 6 4 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 4 - 1 4 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e 
A s s e m b l y  ( 5 1 - 1 7 - 6 ) ,  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e

Requires installation of smart thermostats in all new residential construction. 
Smart thermostats waste less energy, which decreases emissions from power 
production. This is another important component in fighting climate change.

1 7.  S M A R T  T H E R M O S TAT S  ( S - 3 0 6 6 / A - 4 6 9 7 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  Passed by  the  Senate  ( 22-14) ,  rece ived in  the  Assembly

Extends expiration date of certain environmental building permits for one 
year in Superstorm Sandy-impacted counties. These counties received four 
extensions for permits already, and with each year, these outdated permits 
pose more risks to the citizens of New Jersey. Permits expire after a reasonable 
amount of time because technologies advance and planning knowledge 
improves. The damage caused by Superstorm Sandy is one example of why we 
need up-to-date regulations guiding new construction

1 8 .  P E R M I T  E X T E N S I O N S  ( A - 3 6 1 7 / S - 2 3 9 0 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  O p p o s e
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  b o t h  c h a m b e r s  u n a n i m o u s l y

Modifies state’s solar renewable energy portfolio standards and establishes 
New Jersey Solar Energy Study Commission. The commission would study 
all aspects of New Jersey’s solar energy generation industry. Solar energy is 
a clean, renewable energy source, and has shown increasing efficiency and 
decreasing cost in recent years. Further studying solar energy could yield 
important economic and environmental benefits in years to come.

1 9 .  S O L A R  E N E R G Y  P O R T F O L I O  M O D I F I C AT I O N 
( S - 2 2 7 6 / A - 3 9 1 8 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 4 - 1 2 ) ,  r e c e i v e d  a n d 
a m e n d e d  i n  t h e  A s s e m b l y

Requires increasing percentages of electricity sold in the state to be from 
renewable energy, until it reaches 80 percent of the total by the year 2050. The 
percentage is to increase once every five years, starting with 11 percent in 2015, 
and, by 2050, it requires that 80 percent of electricity come from renewable 
sources. This bill not only addresses climate change, but also moves New Jersey 
toward greener and more sustainable electricity generation.

2 0 .  8 0  %  R E N E WA B L E  E N E R G Y  B Y  2 0 5 0 
( S - 1 7 0 7 / A - 2 2 0 3 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 3 -1 5 ) ,  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  A s s e m b l y

Photo By: Kendra Baumer

S E N AT E  B I L L S
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K E Y :

NAME % % 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

DISTRICT 1
JEFF VAN DREW                          D 68% 64% NV X NV X X NV NV

DISTRICT 2
JIM WHELAN                            D 95% 85% X
DISTRICT 3
STEPHEN SWEENY                  D 95% 85% X
DISTRICT 4
FRED MADDEN                             D 89% 76% NV X
DISTRICT 5
NISLA CRUZ-PEREZ                D 74% 68% NV NV NV X NV

DISTRICT 6
JAMES BEACH                          D 84% 71% NV NV X
DISTRICT 7
DIANE ALLEN                           R 53% 61% X X X NV X X X X X X
DISTRICT 8
DAWN MARIE  ADDIEGO     R 37% 42% NV NV NV X X X X X X X X NV X
DISTRICT 9
CHRISTOPHER CONNERS     R 42% 47% NV NV NV X X X X X X X X X
DISTRICT 10
JAMES HOLZAPFEL                    R 32% 49% NV NV NV NV X NV X X X X X X X
DISTRICT 11
JENNIFER BECK                        R 63% 62% X X X X NV X X X
DISTRICT 12
SAMUEL THOMPSON            R 32% 36% X NV X X NV X X X X X NV X X X
DISTRICT 13
JOSEPH KYRILLOS                            R 47% 47% X X X X X X X X X NV X
DISTRICT 14
LINDA GREENSTEIN                D 95% 91% X
DISTRICT 15
SHIRKEY TURNER                       D 95% 89% X
DISTRICT 16
KIP BATEMAN                          R 89% 86% NV X
DISTRICT 17
BOB SMITH                               D 95% 89% X
DISTRICT 18
PATRICK DIEGNAN                 D 94% 83% X
DISTRICT 19
JOSEPH VITALE                                    D 95% 89% X
DISTRICT 20
RAYMOND LESNIAK              D 95% 87% X

= A VOTE  FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
X  = A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT
NV  = NOT VOTING (COUNTS AS A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT)
AB  = ABSTAIN (COUNTS AS A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT)
EX  = EXCUSED  (EXCLUDED FROM SCORE-KNOWN CONFLICT OF INTEREST, ETC.)
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K E Y :

NAME % % 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

DISTRICT 21
THOMAS KEAN                          R 68% 69% X X X X X X X X
DISTRICT 22
NICHOLAS  SCUTARI             D 89% 81% NV X
DISTRICT 23
MICHAEL DOHERTY              R 26% 45% X X X X X X X NV X X X X X X X
DISTRICT 24
STEVEN OROHO                           R 21% 34% NV NV X X NV X NV X X X X X X X X X
DISTRICT 25
ANTHONY BUCCO                 R 32% 47% NV X X X NV X X X X X X X X X
DISTRICT 26
JOSEPH PENNACCHIO           R 37% 41% NV NV X X X X X X X X X X X
DISTRICT 27
RICHARD CODEY                    D 95% 87% X
DISTRICT 28
RONALD RICE                          R 89% 75% NV X NV

DISTRICT 29
TERESA RUIZ                            D 74% 82% NV NV NV NV NV

DISTRICT 30
ROBERT SINGER                          R 47% 61% X X X X X X X X X X
DISTRICT 31
SANDRA CUNNINGHAM     D 89% 86% NV X
DISTRICT 32
NICHOLAS SACCO               D 95% 73% X X
DISTRICT 33
BRIAN STACK                                   D 95% 83% X
DISTRICT 34
NIA GILL                                              D 84% 87% NV NV X
DISTRICT 35
NELLIE POU                                  D 89% 80% NV X
DISTRICT 36
PAUL SARLO                             D 79% 63% NV NV NV X
DISTRICT 37
LORETTA WEINBURG            D 89% 90% X X
DISTRICT 38
ROBERT GORDON                  D 89% 89% NV X
DISTRICT 39
GERALD CARDINALE               R 26% 39% X X NV X NV NV X X NV X X X X
DISTRICT 40
KEVIN O’TOOLE                       R 42% 58% X NV NV X NV NV X X X X X

= A VOTE  FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
X  =  A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT
NV  = NOT VOTING (COUNTS AS A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT)
AB  = ABSTAIN (COUNTS AS A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT)
EX  = EXCUSED  (EXCLUDED FROM SCORE-KNOWN CONFLICT OF INTEREST, ETC.)
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Would have permitted the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (BPU) 
to approve qualified wind energy projects in territorial waters offshore 
of a municipality in which casino gaming is authorized. Wind energy 
provides domestic jobs and energy independence for New Jersey, and is 
a necessary component of moving the state to a clean energy future.

1 .  E S TA B L I S H  O F F S H O R E  W I N D  ( S - 9 8 8 / A - 3 0 9 3 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :   P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 3 - 1 1 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y 
t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 3 - 2 1 ) ,  v e t o e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r

A S S E M B LY  B I L L S

Appropriates money from the state General Fund to the Lead Hazard 
Control Assistance Fund, which comprehensively addresses lead-
based paint issues in New Jersey, providing for emergency relocation 
of families with a child whose blood shows elevated lead levels, 
increasing identification of lead-based paint hazards, and identifying 
lead-safe housing via a publicly available web-based Lead Safe 
Housing Registry. Lead is a dangerous neurotoxin and children are 
particularly vulnerable; lead poisoning is entirely preventable with 
sufficient funding.

2 .  L E A D  M I T I G AT I O N  F U N D I N G  ( S - 9 9 6 / A - 1 3 7 8 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 3 2 - 0 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e 
A s s e m b l y  ( 5 4 - 1 4 - 5 ) ,  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  v e t o e d  b y  t h e 
G o v e r n o r

Photo By: Garden State Hiker

Provides the protection afforded by “The Endangered and Nongame 
Species Conservation Act” to the diamondback terrapin, a native reptile 
endangered by habitat loss and road mortality. Diamondback terrapins 
are particularly vulnerable in the summer when females actively search 
for nest sites. This protection prevents them from being harvested and 
encourages conservation of the species and its habitat.

3 .  P R O T E C T  T E R R A P I N S  ( A - 2 9 4 9 / S - 1 6 2 5 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b o t h  c h a m b e r s  u n a n i m o u s l y , 
s i g n e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  P. L . 2 0 1 6 ,  c . 1 7
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Recognizes the Delaware Bayshore as region of special significance in New Jersey and urges the Delaware 
Bayshore council to inform the Governor of threats facing the region. The Delaware Bayshore is a critical 
migratory stopover for more than 300 species of birds, and contains the Earth’s largest remaining 
horseshoe crab population, which provides eggs that feed thousands of shorebirds. Besides its ecological 
importance, the Bayshore and its tributaries provide drinking water to residents, protect against flooding, 
and help sustain the region’s industries. Threats to the Bayshore include habitat and farmland loss, 
contamination, and natural disasters.

6 .  D E L AWA R E  B AY S H O R E  R E C O G N I T I O N  ( A J R - 2 5 / S J R - 1 4 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : P a s s e d  b o t h  c h a m b e r s  u n a n i m o u s l y ,  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r 
P. L . 2 0 1 6 ,  J R - 1 0

Implements 2014 constitutional dedication of Corporation Business Tax (CBT) revenues for environmental 
purposes; revises and continues state’s open space, farmland, and historic preservation programs. This act 
funds important farmland and preservation projects within New Jersey, helping to protect drinking water, 
grow Jersey Fresh produce, and preserve historic sites.

4 .  O P E N  S PA C E  D E D I C AT E D  F U N D I N G  I M P L E M E N TAT I O N  1  ( S - 9 6 9 / A - 7 8 0 ) 
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 3 2 - 5 ) ,  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 4 - 1 5 - 3 ) , 
s u b s t i t u t e d  b y  S - 2 4 5 6 ,  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  P. L . 2 0 1 6 ,  c . 1 2

Implements the same constitutionally dedicated funds from the Corporation Business Tax (CBT) revenues 
for certain environmental purposes as “Open Space Implementation 1”, with minor, non-impactful 
amendments made by the Governor and legislative leadership to secure the Governor’s support.

5 .  O P E N  S PA C E  D E D I C AT E D  F U N D I N G  I M P L E M E N TAT I O N  2  ( S - 2 4 5 6 / A - 4 0 1 7 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  u n a n i m o u s l y ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y 
( 7 4 - 3 - 0 ) ,  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  P. L . 2 0 1 6 ,  c . 1 2 .

Prohibits adoption of the Department of Environmental Protection’s proposed changes to Flood Hazard 
Area Control Act Rules, Coast Zone Management Rules, and Stormwater Management Rules. These 
changes allow an increase in development within natural floodplains, which will destroy vegetation that 
serves as a natural buffer along riparian zones, absorbs flood water, and filters pollution before it enters 
waterways. Given the many threats that New Jersey’s waterways already face, safeguards that protect 
drinking water and mitigate economic and environmental disasters should not be weakened.

7.  O P P O S E  F L O O D  H A Z A R D  R U L E  R O L L B A C K S  ( A C R - 1 6 0 / S C R - 6 6 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : Passed by  the  Assembly  (47-24 -5) ,  Rece ived in  the  Senate

A S S E M B LY  B I L L S



2 0

Expands laws to facilitate private financing of water conservation, storm shelter construction, and flood 
and hurricane resilience projects. Under current law, if a property owner installs a renewable energy system, 
municipalities are authorized to fund the purchase and installation in exchange for a voluntary “clean energy 
special assessment” on the property. This bill expands the law to include more projects, makes it easier for 
municipalities to finance such projects, and allows private funding for eligible projects. Encouraging water 
conservation and restoration projects will protect and improve water quality as well as better prepare our state for 
the threats associated with climate change.

8 .  M U N I C I PA L  S T O R M WAT E R  F U N D I N G  ( A - 2 0 8 0 / S - 1 5 7 0 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : Passed by  the  Assembly  (64 -11-3) ,  rece ived in  the  Senate

Extends expiration date of certain environmental building permits for one year in Superstorm Sandy-
impacted counties. These counties received four extensions for permits already, and with each year, these 
outdated permits pose more risks to the citizens of New Jersey. Permits expire after a reasonable amount of 
time because technologies advance and planning knowledge improves. The damage caused by Superstorm 
Sandy is one example of why we need up-to-date regulations guiding new construction.

9 .  P E R M I T  E X T E N S I O N S  ( A - 3 6 1 7 / S - 2 3 9 0 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  O p p o s e
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  b o t h  c h a m b e r s  u n a n i m o u s l y

Ensures homeowners’ associations in common-interest communities cannot prohibit installation of 
solar collectors on the roof of homes or townhouses within the community. Homeowners’ associations 
have asserted that the law is unclear regarding restrictions on the installation of solar collectors in these 
communities. This bill clarifies that homeowners’ associations cannot adopt restrictions on installations of 
solar collectors on the roofs of single-family homes or townhouses within their housing community.

1 0 .  L I F T I N G  S O L A R  R E S T R I C T I O N S  ( A - 2 1 0 / S - 2 0 2 9 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 5 -2 0 ) ,  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e

Would amend the state Constitution to dedicate all state monies received from settlements and awards in 
cases of environmental contamination for certain environmental purposes, instead of for any state purpose. 
Previously, the Governor has diverted Natural Resource Damages (NRD) funds to balance the budget. This 
resolution created a ballot question, which will go before voters this November, that will ensure these funds 
can be used only to repair damage, restore, or permanently protect the state’s natural resources.

1 1 .  E N D I N G  D I V E R S I O N S  O F  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  DA M AG E S  F U N D S  ( S C R - 3 9 /AC R - 1 2 7 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 8 - 8 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 6 - 1 8 - 3 ) ,  f i l e d 
w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e

Determines that the DEP’s proposal to amend septic system density standards in Highlands Water 
Protection and Planning Act is inconsistent with legislative intent. The septic system density in the 
preservation area is currently one septic system per 88 acres, but this proposal would increase the density 
to one per 25 acres. This proposal allowing more septic systems would open up the preservation area of the 
Highlands to more development, directly threatening water quality.

1 2 .  H I G H L A N D S  WAT E R  P R O T E C T I O N  ( A C R - 1 9 2 / S C R - 1 4 8 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  Passed by  the  Senate  ( 22-14) ,  passed by  the  Assembly  ( 52-24)

A S S E M B LY  B I L L S
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Appropriates $59,532,000 from constitutionally dedicated Corporation 
Business Tax (CBT) revenues for state acquisition of lands for recreation and 
conservation, including the Blue Acres program, which allows the state to 
buy homes in flood zones, and for the improvement of historic sites such as 
Princeton Battlefield.

1 3 .  F U N D S  F O R  C O N S E R VAT I O N  A N D  R E C R E AT I O N 
( S - 2 9 9 7 / A - 4 5 9 7 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  b o t h  c h a m b e r s  u n a n i m o u s l y , 
s i g n e d  i n t o  l a w  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  P. L . 2 0 1 7 ,  c . 6 6

Requires the owner or operator of a high-hazard train traveling within the state 
to establish a discharge response, cleanup, and contingency plan. The bill also 
improves transparency for residents and businesses in surrounding communities 
by providing routes and volumes of cargo. Owners or operators of the trains 
would be required to provide training to local emergency service personnel 
along the travel route, ensuring better preparedness if an accident occurs.

1 4 .  T R A N S P O R TAT I O N  O F  H A Z A R D O U S 
M AT E R I A L S  B Y  R A I L  S A F E T Y  ( S - 8 0 6 / A - 2 4 6 3 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : P a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 4 -1 6 - 4 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e 
S e n a t e  ( 2 6 -1 0 ) ,  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  v e t o e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r

Requires the Department of Transportation, New Jersey Turnpike Authority, and 
South Jersey Transportation Authority to plant native species whenever they 
plant vegetation for purposes of landscaping, land management, reforestation, 
or habitat restoration. Plants native to New Jersey provide the most benefits to 
wildlife and reduce negative impacts of nonnative and invasive vegetation.

1 5 .  N AT I V E  V E G E TAT I O N  F O R  R E S T O R AT I O N 
( S - 2 2 7 / A - 9 6 3 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 3 5 - 2 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e 
A s s e m b l y  u n a n i m o u s l y ,  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r 
P. L . 2 0 1 7 ,  c . 4 1

Required the state to rejoin the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
(RGGI), a multi-state pact whose goal is to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions that cause climate change. A critical issue facing New Jersey, 
climate change causes rising sea levels that can devastate our coastline. 
Restoring New Jersey’s participation in RGGI (Governor Christie pulled 
New Jersey from the accord) would help address climate change by 
encouraging lower CO2 emissions, providing substantial funding 
for energy efficiency programs, and enabling the state to expand its 
portfolio of environmentally sustainable energy options.

1 6 .  R E J O I N  R E G I O N A L  G R E E N H O U S E  G A S 
I N I T I AT I V E  ( A - 4 7 0 1 / S - 3 0 5 9 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : P a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 4 7 - 2 6 - 2 ) ,  p a s s e d 
b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 3 - 1 5 ) ,  v e t o e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r

A S S E M B LY  B I L L S
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Establishes the task force to evaluate issues connected with the promotion, development, and use of clean vehicles, 
and make recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature. The bill also clarifies that zero-emission credits 
apply to vehicles that are sold or leased in the state, and continues the implementation of the California Low 
Emission Vehicle program & vehicle requirements. Transportation accounts for the majority of New Jersey’s carbon 
emissions, so finding solutions is an essential component in our fight to limit the devastation of climate change.

1 8 .  C L E A N  V E H I C L E  TA S K  F O R C E  ( S - 9 8 5 / A - 3 2 9 5 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 0 - 1 8 - 7 ) ,  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e

Requires municipal land use plan element of master plan to address smart growth, storm resiliency, and 
environmental sustainability. These issues are of special significance to New Jersey, the most densely 
populated state and one of the country’s most ecologically diverse.

1 9 .  R E Q U I R E  M U N I C I PA L  G R E E N  P L A N S  ( S - 2 8 7 3 / A - 4 5 4 0 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 4 - 1 6 - 4 ) ,  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e

Resolution urges the Governor of New Jersey to join the United States Climate Alliance.

2 0 .  U R G E S  G O V E R N O R  T O  J O I N  C L I M AT E  A L L I A N C E  ( S R - 1 3 3 / A R - 2 6 4 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  ( 2 4 - 1 4 ) ,  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 1 - 1 7 - 6 ) , 
f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e

Provides for priority consideration by state and local agencies of permit applications for green building 
projects. Giving priority to green buildings is an easy way to encourage green construction in the state.

2 1 .  G R E E N  B U I L D I N G  P R O J E C T S  P R I O R I T I Z AT I O N  ( S - 3 1 2 9 /A - 2 0 8 1 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : P a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 4 -1 9 -1 ) ,  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e

Urges President and Congress to strengthen federal laws concerning interstate natural gas pipeline 
approvals to more fully address adverse impacts. Currently, the law stipulates that in order for a pipeline 
to be approved, the overall benefits simply must outweigh the adverse impacts. Pipelines in New Jersey 
threaten the water supply, open space and agricultural lands, and habitats of native plant and animal 
species. More stringent laws would help prevent pipeline-related destruction in the state.

2 1 .  S T R E N G T H E N I N G  P I P E L I N E  R E V I E W S  ( A C R - 5 3 / S C R - 1 2 1 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s : P a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 5 5 - 4 -1 1 ) ,  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e

Authorizes virtual net metering for certain electric public utility customers connected to certain 
hydropower facilities. Under the bill, these customers would receive credits on their electric bill for excess 
on-site energy, and to provide standby power for a facility or an end-use customer who uses power 
generated at the facility. This is an important step toward making renewable energy use more affordable.

1 7.  B I L L  C R E D I T S  F O R  S O L A R  C U S T O M E R S  ( S - 3 3 5 5 / A - 2 2 0 4 )
N e w  J e r s e y  L C V  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t
S t a t u s :  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b l y  ( 7 1 - 4 ) ,  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e

A S S E M B LY  B I L L S



2 3

K E Y :

NAME % % 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

DISTRICT 1
BOB ANDRZEJCZAK                      D 71% 68% ABS X ABS X ABS NV ABS ABS

R. BRUCE LAND                         D 71% 71% ABS X ABS X ABS ABS ABS

DISTRICT 2
CHRISTOPHER A. BROWN      R 86% 68% X X ABS

VINCENT MAZZEO                          D 95% 84% X
DISTRICT 3
JOHN BURZICHELLI                   D 86% 73% X NV

ADAM TALIAFERRO                  D 86% 93% NV NV NV

DISTRICT 4
PAUL MORIARTY                        D 86% 85% X NV NV

GABRIELA MOSQUERA           D 90% 83% NV X NV

DISTRICT 5
ARTHUR BARCLAY                        D 95% 95% X
PATRICIA JONES                             D 95% 95% X
DISTRICT 6
LOUIS GREENWALD                 D 95% 87% X
PAMELA LAMPITT                     D 86% 80% X NV NV

DISTRICT 7
HERB CONAWAY                                D 90% 86% X NV

TROY SINGLETON                              D 81% 77% NV X NV NV

DISTRICT 8
JOE HOWARTH                                R 24% 24% X ABS ABS X ABS X X ABS ABS ABS X X X X X ABS ABS

MARIA RODRIGUEZ-
GREGG                                          R 19% 14% X ABS NV ABS X ABS X X ABS ABS NV NV ABS X ABS ABS X ABS

DISTRICT 9
DIANE GOVE                               R 29% 50% NV NV NV X X X X X X X X X X NV X ABS

BRIAN RUMPF                            R 19% 46% X X NV NV X X X X X X X X NV NV NV X X NV

DISTRICT 10
GREGORY MCGUCKIN               R 24% 42% NV ABS NV NV X X X X X NV X X X X X ABS

DAVID WOLFE                            R 29% 44% X NV NV NV X X X NV X X NV NV X X X X ABS

= A VOTE  FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
X  = A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT
NV  = NOT VOTING (COUNTS AS A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT)
AB  = ABSTAIN (COUNTS AS A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT)
EX  = EXCUSED  (EXCLUDED FROM SCORE-KNOWN CONFLICT OF INTEREST, ETC.)
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K E Y :

NAME % % 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

DISTRICT 11
JOANN DOWNY                               D 86% 86% NV X X ABS

ERIC 
HOUGHTALING                          D 90% 90% X X ABS

DISTRICT 12
ROBERT CLIFTON                       R 43% 45% X ABS ABS X X X ABS X ABS X NV X
RONALD DANCER                            R 52% 56% NV ABS X X ABS X ABS ABS X X
DISTRICT 13
AMY HANDLIN                           R 48% 55% X NV X X X X NV NV X X NV

DECLAN 
O’SCANLON JR.                           R 43% 39% X X X X X X X X X X X X NV

DISTRICT 14
DANIEL BENSON                        D 95% 90% X
WAYNE 
DEANGELO                                  D 90% 83% NV X NV

DISTRICT 15
REED GUSCIORA                              D 86% 85% NV X NV NV

ELIZABETH MUOIO                   D 81% 90% NV NV NV X
DISTRICT 16
JACK CIATTARELLI                      R 48% 38% X X X X X NV NV NV X X X
ANDREW ZWICKER                   D 95% 95% X
DISTRICT 17
JOE DANIELSEN                                    D 90% 95% NV X
JOSEPH EGAN                                       D 76% 76% NV NV NV X
DISTRICT 18
ROBERT J. KARABINCHAK       D 94% 94% X
NANCY PINKIN                           D 95% 89% X
DISTRICT 19
CRAIG COUGHLIN                     D 81% 84% X NV NV

JOHN WISNIEWSKI                    D 95% 90% X
DISTRICT 20
JAMEL HOLLEY                                              D 86% 93% X NV NV

ANNETTE QUIJANO                  D 57% 63% NV NV NV X NV NV NV NV NV

= A VOTE  FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
X  = A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT
NV  = NOT VOTING (COUNTS AS A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT)
AB  = ABSTAIN (COUNTS AS A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT)
EX  = EXCUSED  (EXCLUDED FROM SCORE-KNOWN CONFLICT OF INTEREST, ETC.)
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2 5

K E Y :

NAME % % 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

DISTRICT 21
JON BRAMNICK                              R 33% 47% X X X X X X X X X X X X ABS X ABS

NANCY MUNOZ                       R 33% 49% X X X X X X X X ABS X X ABS NV X ABS

DISTRICT 22
JERRY GREEN                                                        D 95% 87% X
JAMES KENNEDY                            D 90% 90% X NV

DISTRICT 23
JOHN DIMAIO                           R 24% 32% X X X NV X NV X X ABS X X X X X ABS X NV

ERIK PETERSON                        R 29% 38% X ABS X X X X X X X X X X X X X NV

DISTRICT 24
GAIL PHOEBUS                         R 24% 24% X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
PARKER SPACE                          R 19% 23% X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
DISTRICT 25
ANTHONY M. BUCCO            R 29% 37% X X X X X X X X X X NV X X X NV ABS

MICHAEL PATRICK 
CARROLL                                    R 24% 39% X X X NV NV X X X X X X X X X X X X
DISTRICT 26
BETTYLOU DECROCE              R 24% 37% X NV NV NV NV X X X X X X NV NV NV X X NV

JAY WEBBER                               R 29% 34% X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X ABS

DISTRICT 27
MILA JASEY                                          D 95% 92% X
JOHN MCKEON                                 D 95% 94% X
DISTRICT 28
RALPH CAPUTO                            D 90% 86% X NV

CLEOPATRA TUCKER               D 90% 86% NV X
DISTRICT 29
ELIANA PINTOR-MARIN         D 90% 84% NV X
BLONNIE WATSON                  D 92% 92% NV

DISTRICT 30
SEAN KEAN                                                  R 48% 46% X NV X X X NV X X X ABS X
DAVID RIBLE                              R 38% 35% X X NV X X X X X X X X X X ABS

= A VOTE  FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
X  = A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT
NV  = NOT VOTING (COUNTS AS A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT)
AB  = ABSTAIN (COUNTS AS A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT)
EX  = EXCUSED  (EXCLUDED FROM SCORE-KNOWN CONFLICT OF INTEREST, ETC.)
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K E Y :

NAME % % 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

DISTRICT 31
NICHOLAS CHIARAVALLOTI           D 95% 95% X
ANGELA  MCKNIGHT               D 95% 95% X
DISTRICT 32
ANGELA JIMENEZ                      D 86% 84% NV NV X
VINCENT PRIETO                              D 95% 87% X
DISTRICT 33
ANNETTE CHAPARRO              D 95% 95% X
RAJ MUKHERJI                             D 95% 89% X
DISTRICT 34
THOMAS GIBLIN                        D 86% 69% NV NV X
SHIELA OLIVER                           D 86% 83% X NV NV

DISTRICT 35
SHAVONDA SUMTER                  D 95% 82% X
BENJIE WIMBERLY                          D 81% 74% X NV NV NV

DISTRICT 36
MARLENE CARIDE                     D 90% 83% NV X
GARY SCHAER                            D 95% 70% X
DISTRICT 37
GORDON JOHNSON                     D 95% 87% X
VALERIE VAINIERI HUTTLE       D 86% 83% X NV NV

DISTRICT 38
TIMOTHY EUSTACE                     D 86% 82% NV X NV

JOSEPH LAGANA                       D 95% 89% X
DISTRICT 39
ROBERT AUTH                            R 24% 39% X X X X X X X X X X X X ABS ABS ABS X X
HOLLY SCHEPISI                         R 43% 47% X X X X X NV X X ABS NV NV NV

DISTRICT 40
KEVIN ROONEY J.                                  R 18% 18% X X X NV X X X X X
DAVID RUSSO                             R 24% 46% X X X NV X X NV X X X NV NV NV NV NV NV

= A VOTE  FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
X  = A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT
NV  = NOT VOTING (COUNTS AS A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT)
AB  = ABSTAIN (COUNTS AS A VOTE AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT)
EX  = EXCUSED  (EXCLUDED FROM SCORE-KNOWN CONFLICT OF INTEREST, ETC.)
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Please visit njlcv.org/scorecard to view the New Jersey Environmental Scorecard electronically, 
share it with friends and family, and learn more about how you can support our work throughout 
the year.

To make a contribution to New Jersey LCV to support our efforts to turn your environmental values 
into New Jersey policies, please visit njlcv.org/donate. Your financial support is critical so that we 
have the resources we need to elevate environmental protection as a top legislative priority. You can 
also donate by mailing a check to:

N E W  J E R S E Y  L E A G U E  O F  C O N S E R VAT I O N  V O T E R S
P O  B O X  1 2 3 7

T R E N T O N ,  N J  0 8 6 0 7

Sign up for email updates at www.njlcv.org to take action on a wide array of pressing environmental 
issues as they arise. 

Thank you for being the voice for the environment.

H E L P  U S  H O L D  L E G I S L AT O R S  A C C O U N TA B L E

New Jersey League of Conservation Voters (New Jersey LCV) is the statewide political voice for the 
environment. We work to elect environmentally responsible candidates to state and local offices. 
Working with our allies in the community, we advocate for strong environmental policies and hold 
our elected officials accountable during the legislative session. Through our political work, we are 
strengthening laws that safeguard the health of our communities, the beauty of our state and our 
economic future.

Cover Photo By: Nicholas A. Tonelli
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