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November 30, 2018 

Dear Member of the 218th New Jersey Legislature, 

We write to express our concern and to request you reject Senate and Assembly proposals 

SCR43 and ACR60, which from our shared vantage points represent the definition of partisan 

gerrymandering and unfairness that we as a state and nation should be rejecting. Across the 

nation, states are taking actions to create increasingly independent commissions that remove 

partisan considerations and politics from their redistricting processes. They are doing so because 

they understand that independent commissions lead to more competitive districts, which are 

ultimately healthy for the functioning of our democracy. In an inexplicable move, New Jersey is 

poised to reverse course, and instead, increase the exact measures that experts agree lead to 

greater gerrymandering. 

We stand united in the belief that SCR43 and ACR60 are fatally flawed given they: 

• For the first time since its formation in 1971, demand the participation and give 

disproportionate influence to legislators in the redistricting commission; for whom self-

interest would dictate placing their own re-elections ahead of the rights of the voters they 

serve. 

• Ties the hands of the independent, non-partisan, court appointed tie-breaker, relegating 

their role to no more than a checklist prefect. 

• Establishes and mandates the precedence of a mathematical model, that while seemingly 

fair on paper, is not rigorous enough to prevent unjust manipulation of the formula by 

parties with vested interest. 

• Provides a constitutionally codified tool, which can be weaponized, allowing legislative 

leadership to appoint committee members capable of punishing dissent amongst their 

own ranks.  An issue that would not exist if legislators were not in fact drawing their own 

maps. 

 

The above are egregious, run counter to what we as an informed citizenry should abide by and 

what’s worse, would be cemented into our state’s constitution, making their eradication costly 

and difficult for the people.   

These efforts are un-American.  

The perception, if not the perpetration, of self-interest amongst redistricting committee members 

will have a damaging impact on the legitimacy of New Jersey’s democratic process. The future 

of our democracy depends on your rejection of SCR43/ ACR60. 

 

Signed   

  Name        Organization/Position*       

Alan Binenstock Union County Grassroots Activist 

Alexis Larkin New Jersey Grassroots Activist 
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Alison Arne Action Together NJ Atlantic County 

Amy Higer SOMA Action 

Analilia Mejia New Jersey Working Families Alliance, Executive Director 

Andrea Savage-Abramovitz New Jersey Grassroots Activist 

Anna Wong Indivisible NJ 5th District 

Anna-Marta Visky Our Revolution Monmouth 

Anne Marie DeMeo New Jersey Grassroots Activist 

Anne Songcayauon New Jersey Working Families Alliance 

Anthony DeMeo New Jersey Grassroots Activist 

Barry Brendel Our Revolution New Jersey, Chair 

Barry C. Kushnir Hudson County Central Labor Council, President, IFPTE 

Local 194 

Brendan Hodnett Monmouth County Grassroots Activist 

Bruce S,.Morgan President, New Brunswick Area Branch of the NAACP 

Caitlin Sherman ATNJ Hudson County Co Chair 

Carol E Gay President, NJ State Industrial Union Council 

Carol Mortimer Grassroots Activist 

Catherine Hunt Progressive Democrats of America 

Catherine McGeehan RN MSN SJWPC 

Cathy Brienza President, JOLT USA 

Charles H. Breslin Glen Ridge NJ County Committee Member and Activist 

Cheryl Marciano ATNJ Warren County Co-Chair 

Christine Clarke Environmental Activist 

Christine Luland Action Together Ocean County Co-Chair 

Claire Dragon Essex County Grassroots Activist 

Craig Spivack North NJ Democratic Socialists of America - Hudson County 

Branch, Co-chair 

Cristian Moreno Faith In New Jersey - South Jersey Community Organizer 

David Chodor Essex County Grassroots Activist 

David Weiner CWA Local 1081 

Deborah Rifkin Indivisible Cranbury 

Deborah Swayne Hudson County Grassroots Activist 

Dianne Smith Community Activist/Community Baptist Church-Englewood 

Doug O'Malley Environment New Jersey 

Dr. Valerie Dargan Retired, Director Bergen County Human Services 

Ed Coleman North NJ DSA, Vice-Chair 

Elizabeth Juviler Political Director, NJ 11th for Change 

Elizabeth Meyer Founder, Women's March on NJ 

Ella Hayes EJLH COUNSELING SERVICES LLC; Mt Olive Baptist 

Church. 

Erin Chung Women for Progress 

Estina Baker Senior Campaign Lead-NJ Communications Workers of 

America 

Evelyn Guarino Grassroots Activist 

Geoff Ginter Ocean County Grassroots Activist 
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Gina Louis-Ferdinand Vice President - Piscataway Progressive Democratic 

Organization 

Gordon MacInnes New Jersey Policy Perspective 

Helen Duda Vice Presdient of the Buena Vista Twp Democratic Club 

Herb Tarbous Middlesex County Democratic Committeeman, Piscataway 1-

5 

James Hopkins Progressive Caucus of Democratic State Committee 

Jan Krolack Monmouth County Grassroots Activist 

Jason Plotkin Our Revolution 

Jeanne Jordan Action Together Gloucester County Co-chair 

Jenny Ludmer Good Government Coalition of New Jersey 

Jessica Shaw Secretary, SOMA Action 

Jill Rhodes Morris County Co-chair, Action Together New Jersey 

Jim Girvan People's Motorcade 

Jodi Schreiber Grassroots Activist 

Joni Brennan Our Revolution Ocean County NJ 

Joyce Frommer Our United Revolution New Jersey 

Judith Pack Our Revolution, Monmouth 

Julia Sass Rubin Associate Professor, Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning 

and Public Policy, Rutgers University 

Justin Goldsman Our Revolution Essex County Chair 

Justin O'Hea Our Revolution Union County 

Karen Haskin President, STAND CNJ 

Karen White AFT Local 1766, Executive Board Member 

Kathleen Maher Monmouth County Grassroots Activist 

Ken McNamara CWA 1037 

Kim Baron Director of Operations, ATNJ 

Kit Murdock League of Women Voters 

Kristen Affrime CWA 1038, Staff Representative 

Kristen Beatty North NJ DSA Hudson County Branch Co-chair 

Kristen Suozzo Grassroots Activist 

Kristin Shea Secretary, NNJDSA 

Laura Zurfluh Indivisible Cranbury 

Lena Smith Food & Water Watch, Senior Organizer and Policy Advocate 

Lenore Isleib League of Women Voters 

Lillian Duggan Cofounder and President, Westfield 20/20 

Lisa Flythe Our Revolution Trenton Metro 

Liz Glynn NJ7 Forward 

Lizzie K. Foley Director, Human Resources ATNJ 

Lucye Millerand URA-AFT Local 1766 

Marc Rosenthal Grassroots Activist 

Marcia Marley BlueWave NJ, Executive Director 

Marci Bandelli Westfield 20/20 

Margaret Illis NJ 7 Forward 

Matt Shapiro New Jersey Tenants Organization 
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Matthew Skeete Our Revolution - Essex County 

Meghan Chambers Laundry Distribution and Food Service Joint Board, Worker 

United SEIU 

Melanie Vasa North NJ DSA 

Melissa Tomlinson South Jersey Women for Progressive Change 

Meredith Meisenheimer South Jersey Women for Progressive Change, Board Member 

Meryl Bronstein Bergen County Grassroots Activist 

Michael Barnes Former Bd. Trustee/ILA 

Mindy Goldstein Central Jersey Progressive Dems 

Moira Nelson Director of Drug Policy Reform with Action Together NJ 

(ATNJ) 

Nadine Stern STAND Central New Jersey 

Nancy Markalunas Monmouth County Grassroots Activist 

Nathan Goldschmidt Our Revolution Bridgeton 

Nick Economou Nick Economou, ED.D. Licensed Psychologist 

Pamela Brug ATNJ-Union County Co-chair 

Paul Alirangues Somerset County Grassroots Activist 

Peter Jacob Our Revolution New Jersey 

Phyllis Salowe-Kaye New Jersey Citzen Action 

Rachel Ehrlich NJ11th For Change, Board Member 

Rachel Green Civil Rights Director, ATNJ 

Ray Greaves Amalgamated Transit Workers Union 

Renee Shalhoub Grassroots Activist 

Rev. Dr. Charles F. Boyer Director Salvation and Social Justice 

Richard A. Roemer Burlington County Grassroots Activist 

Richard C. Askins Our Revolution - Bergen County 

Richard Smith President of NAACP New Jersey 

Rick Robinson Newark NAACP 

Rob Gregson Faith Action NJ 

Robert G. Hodnett Our Revolution-Monmouth, Chair 

Robert Murtagh Grassroots Activist 

Rosi Efthim Blue Jersey 

Saily M. Avelenda, Esq. Executive Director, NJ 11th for Change 

Sarah Liljia Lutheran Episcopal Advocacy Ministry 

Shannon Coulter Action Together New Jersey, Web Team 

Sharon Podsada ATNJ Bergen County Co-Chair 

Stacey Abenstein Essex County Grassroots Activist 

Stacey Murphy Communications Manager, Action Together New Jersey 

Staci Berger Housing & Community Development Network of NJ 

Stacy Bell Grassroots Activist 

Stacy Robbin Grassroots Activist 

STAND CNJ STAND CNJ 

Sue Altman South Jersey Women for Progressive Change 

Susan Coleman Action Together Burlington County 

Suzanne Golas, csjp Director, WATERSPIRIT 
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Tom Violett Green Party of Monmouth County Chair 

Trina Scordo, MSW Executive Director NJ Communities United 

Uyen "Winn" Khuong Action Together New Jersey 

Vanessa LaGarde Retired/Chief of Staff -Bergen County Executive 

William Cashin Grassroots Activist 

William Gilbert Grassroots Activist 

William Parisho Gloucester County Grassroots Activist 

Yael Niv Good Government Coalition of New Jersey 

 


