
       3600 Bergenline Ave., Ste 205 

       Union City, NJ 07087 

       Tel: 551-257-5753 

June 17, 2020 

Governor Philip D. Murphy 

Office of the Governor 

P.O. Box 001 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0304 

 

Dear Governor Murphy, 

The Socialist Workers Party candidates for president and vice-president 

have been on the ballot in New Jersey in every election since 1948. They 

have submitted more than enough signatures each time, showing more than 

sufficient support to be placed on the ballot.  

This year, the Socialist Workers Party is running Alyson Kennedy for 

president and Malcolm Jarrett for vice-president. However, the lockdown and 

other restrictions on gatherings and personal contact enacted by the state 

make it impossible for the Socialist Workers Party to go out and interact with 

voters, as we have done for decades, to introduce our party, platform and 

candidates to gather signatures and meet the requirement. Unless the 

petitioning requirements for independent candidates to get on the ballot are 

changed for the 2020 election, voters’ right to nominate and vote for the 

candidate of their choice would be unnecessarily undermined. 

Meeting with voters personally, on their doorsteps and at public 

gatherings, is the only way for us and other parties similarly situated to fulfill 

the requirements. 

The state’s decision to allow prospective candidates to file single 

signature electronic petition signatures in no way alleviates this problem. The 

challenge is not how to file the signatures, but how to gather them. 
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Facing these circumstances, Vermont’s legislature approved and 

Governor Phil Scott signed a one-time only law waiving all petitioning 

requirements for independent candidates to get on the November 2020 

general election ballot.   

New Jersey should follow Vermont’s example to ensure fair ballot 

access this year. 

      Sincerely,  

      Lea Sherman 

      New Jersey Socialist Workers Party 

      347-805-1927 

John Studer, Socialist Workers National 

Campaign Committee 

 

CC:  Larry M. Otter, Esq. 

        Donna Barber, Secretary of State’s office 

 donna.barber@sos.nj.gov 


