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“THEY ARE THE MOVERS AND THE 
FEMINIST ACTIVISTS”

Serving the people of New Jersey

was the honor of a lifetime. One of

my favorite parts of working in the

Legislature for years was the oppor-

tunity to work with, advocate with,

and befriend some of the smartest,

savviest and most inspirational

women in the Garden State. 

When I was first sworn in, I was the

only woman in the Assembly’s Dem-

ocratic caucus room. Today, there

are over 40 women in the Legisla-

ture and our Lt. Governor is a

woman. Now, that’s not even half of

the seats in chambers but it's an im-

provement. We also have more

women managing campaigns, con-

sulting and advocating in Trenton

than ever before. 

Leading efforts to protect women in

the workplace, improve maternity

care, bolster equal pay and expand

our laws against discrimination has

been one of the great joys of my life.

Being a part of this social, cultural

and political sea-change for women

continues to fill me with pride and

purpose every day.



Loretta Weinberg
NJ Senate Majority Leader

We all know there is still much work

to be done. Last year I launched the

Loretta PAC to support local woman

candidates around the state and I

continue to share my opinions and

positions, even with those who don’t

want to hear it. There are too many

fights worth fighting to truly retire,

however, I recognize the need to

pass the torch - to give space for the

next generations of leaders, advo-

cates and coalition builders. I have

thoroughly enjoyed creating and

maintaining this list of New Jersey’s

powerful women, but next year I am

handing the reins over to Assembly-

woman Shavonda E. Sumter. 

Shavonda is an unwavering advo-

cate for social justice, equality and

women’s rights. I could not be more

sure that the project is in safe, reli-

able hands.

Thank you to all the people who

have made this possible over the

years and thank you to Insider NJ

for supporting the creation of this

list. I assure you it is worth it, be-

cause if there’s one thing we can all

agree on, it’s that Jersey Girls really

are something special.  

Loretta 
Weinberg

Former Senate Majority Leader 
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Tammy Murphy

Special 
Accolades 
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Sheila Oliver 

Special 
Accolades 



Honor
Roll

For the
Women 
Stepping out
of NJ or 
Taking a 
Well-Deserved
Respite.

Susan Bass
Levin

Dr. Susan
Cole
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Honor
Roll

Patricia 
DiCostanzo

Sue
Fulton

Barbara
Gitenstein

Carole
Johnson
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Honor
Roll

Catherine
McCabe

Theresa
O’Connor

Donna
Rorer

Carol Ann
Short
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Honor
Roll

Ann
Twomey

Deirdre
Naughton 

Ceil 
Zalkind 

9



ADELE H. LATOURETTE
Director, HUNGER FREE NJ

ALEJANDRA SORTO 

Campaign Strategist, ACLU-NJ
ALEA COUCH 
Hoboken Strategies

ALEX STAROPOLI 
Director of Advocacy and
Communications, Fair Share
Housing Center 

ALISON ACCETTOLA
VP, Volunteers of America
Delaware Valley; Member of 
Workgroup on Harassment, Sexual
Assault & Misogyny in NJ Politics

ALEXANDRA 
SORIANO-TAVERAS 
Teaneck Democratic Municipal
Chair 

THE POWERFUL WOMEN OF NEW JERSEY
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ALYANA ALFARO 
Executive Communications
Lead, PSEG

AMANDA KARPINSKI 
Chief of Staff, Shama Haider

AMALIA DUARTE 
Morris County Democratic
Chairwoman

AMANDA RICHARDSON 
Executive Director, Corporation
for NJ Local Media

AMY MANSUE 
CEO & President, Inspira
Health

AMI KACHALIA 
Campaign Strategist, ACLU
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AMY TORRES 
Executive Director, NJ Alliance
for Immigrant Justice

ANGELA DELLI SANTI 
Director of Communications
and Marketing, NJ Department
of Labor

ANDREA KATZ 
Andrea Katz – Deputy 
Commissioner, NJ Human
Services

ANGELICA ALLEN-
MCMILLAN 
Action Commissioner, 
Department of Education

ANNA WONG 
Progressive Activist/Organizer

ANNA MARTINEZ 
State Director, NJ Division 
on Women
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SAM BOBILA
Democrat Fundraiser and 
AAPI Activist

ARLENE QUINONES
PEREZ 
DeCotiis, FitzPatrick and Cole /
Hunterdon County Democratic
Committee, Chairwoman

ANTONIA SPANO 
Pam's List/Hoboken Strategy
Group

AUDREY MEYERS 
The Valley Health System,
President & CEO

BARBARA GEORGE
JOHNSON 
Vice President of External Affairs
and Urban Policy and Research,
Kean University

BARBARA DEMARCO 
Vice President, Porzio 
Government Affairs
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BARBARA ROSEN 
1st Vice President, HPAE

BERNADETTE
MCPHERSON 
Millenium Strategies

BEA O'ROURKE 
Longtime Activist

BETH DOHM 
Executive Vice President, 
Zita Group

BRIANNA HILL
AMG

BRIANNA DONAHUE 
AMG
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BRIDGET DEVANE 
Public Policy Director, HPAE

BRIGID HARRISON 
Chairperson, College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences,
Montclair State University

BRIGADIER GENERAL
LISA J. HOU 
Adjutant General & Commis-
sioner of Military and Veterans
Affairs

BRYANA DEVEAUX 
Legislative Liaison,
Department of Environmental
Protection

CAROL CUADRADO 
Chief of Staff to Senator Nellie
Pou, Chair of the State and
National Latino Caucus

C.J. GRIFFIN, ESQ. 
OPRA Attorney Specialist & 
Partner, Pashman Stein Walder
Hayden
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CAROL KATZ 
Katz Government Affairs,
Founder

CATHERINE YAXLEY 
Vice President, Holy Name 
Medical Center

CAT TUNG  
Associate Executive Director, 
NJ AMO

CATHLEEN BENNETT 
NJ Hospital Association, 
President & CEO

CHRISSY BUTEAS
Vice President, Government 
Affairs, Altice USA 

CHERYL KROUSE 
Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Congressman Josh Gottheimer
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CHRISTINA ZUK 
Princeton Public Affairs Group 

CHRISTINE SADOVY 
Cabinet Secretary

CHRISTINE NORBUT
BEYER 
Commissioner, NJ Department
of Children and Families

CHRISTINE SHIPLEY 
Executive Director, NJ Senate
Minority Office & Member of
Workgroup on Harassment,
Sexual Assault & Misogyny 
in NJ Politics

CINDY R. JEBB 
President, Ramapo College

CHRISTINE STEARNS 
Chief Government Relations 
Officer, NJ Hospital Association
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CLAIRE ANDERSON 
Chief of Staff, Assembly-
woman Ellen Park

COLEEN BURRUS 
Director Corporate Engagement
& Foundation Relations at
Princeton University

CLAUDINE LEONE 
Government Affairs Counsel,
Principal

CRISTINA CUTRONE 
WEDO Bergen County

DANA M. BURLEY 
Clerk of the General Assembly

CRYSTAL PRUITT 
Atlantic Shores & Member of
Workgroup on Hrassment, 
Sexual Assault & Misogyny in
NJ Politics
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DANA REDD
CEO, Rowan University

DAWNE ROWE  
Chairwoman, Sussex County
Democratic Committee 

DANIELLE GEE  
Teaneck Councilwoman

DAYNA MERCADANTE 
SMO

DEBBIE WALSH 
Center for American Women
and Politics, Director

DEBBIE PARKS  
VP, AFSCME & Member of
Workgroup on Hrassment,
Sexual Assault & Misogyny 
in NJ Politics

THE POWERFUL WOMEN OF NEW JERSEY
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DEBBIE WHITE 
President, HPAE

DEBORAH CORNAVACA  
Associate Director, Government
Relations, NJEA

DEBORAH BOZARTH 
Director, New Jersey 
Association for Justice

DEBORAH HOWLETT 
General Manager, The Daily
Pennsylvanian

DENISE BELCHER  
Teaneck Councilwoman

DENA MOTTOLA
JABORSKA 
NJ Citizen Action
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DIANE DU BRULE 
Director of Development, 
ACLU-NJ

DIANE TESTA  
One of two women on the NJ
Redistricting Commission

DIANE GUTIERREZ–
SCACCETTI  
Commissioner, NJ Department
of Transportation 

DONNA ABENE 
LD39 Democratic Vice-Chair

DR. PATRICIA 
CAMPOS MEDINA 
Co–Exec Director Worker 
Institute ILR Cornell University /
NY State AFL–CIO

DR. LAUREN PECCO-
RALO  
Leonia Action Alliance

THE POWERFUL WOMEN OF NEW JERSEY

21



ELAINE ADLER 
Founder, Adler Aphasia Center

ELIZABETH COULTER  
Member of Workgroup on 
Harassment, Sexual Assault &
Misogyny in NJ Politics

ELENA LAVARREDA  
Deputy Political Director, North
East, SEIU 32BJ

ELIZABETH MAHER
MUOIO  
NJ State Treasurer

EVELYN LIEBMAN  
AARPNJ

ERICA DAUGHTREY 
Communications Director, 
Office of Congressman 
Albio Sires
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GAIL GORDON  
GOP Fundraiser

GLYNNIS HARVEY  
Press Secretary, Congress-
woman Mikie Sherrill

GEORGETTE CASTNER 
US District Judge for the District
of NJ

GRACE STROM
POWER  
Partner, McCarter & English

HANNA MORI 
Office of Senator Cory Booker

GWENETTE REESE  
President, Coalition of 100
Black Women
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HELEN ARCHONTOU
CEO, YWCA Northern NJ

HETTY ROSENSTEIN  
Senior Advisor for Progressive
Coalitions and Outreach, 
Murphy for Governor

HELEN DUDA AND 
LIZZIE FOLEY 
Progressive Twitter Activists

HILLARY GOLDBERG  
Teaneck Councilwoman 

IDIDA RODRIGUEZ 
1868 Public Affairs

HIRA SHAIKH  
Deputy Director for AAPI and
Faith-Based Outreach, Murphy
for Governor
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JANICE FULLER  
President, Anbaric

JANINE BAUER, ESQ
Transportation Attorney

JANICE MIRONOV  
Chairwoman, Mercer County
Democratic Organization

JANNA CHERNETZ  
Government Partnerships and
Policy Associate, Amogy

JEAN PIERCE 
Public Policy Staff, HPAE

JAYNE JOHNSON 
Director Governor Office of 
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, 
and Belonging
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JEANETTE HOFFMAN  
Marathon Public Affairs, 
President

JEANNINE LARUE 
Sr. VP, Zita Group  & Member 
of Workgroup on Harassment,
Sexual Assault & Misogyny in
NJ Politics

JEANNE FOX, ESQ  
Adjunct Professor, Columbia
University; Former President,
NJ BPU

JENN SCIORTINO 
NJ Department of Treasury

JENNIFER M. COFFEY  
Association of NJ Environmental
Commissionersl Watershed 
Representative, NJ Water 
Supply Advisory Council

JENNA MELLOR  
Executive Director, NJ Harm
Reduction Coalition
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JENNIFER MANCUSO  
Fair Share Hospitals 
Collaborative, Executive 
Director & Pres. Of 
Women's Political Caucus

JENNIFER VELEZ  
EVP, Horizon Blue Cross Blue
Shield of NJ

JENNIFER TAYLOR  
NJ Assembly Majority Office

JENNIFER WILLIAMS  
Trenton City Councilmember

JESSICA MURRAY 
Chief of Staff, Senator Linda
Greenstein

JENNY DAVIS 
Chief of Intergovernmental 
Affairs, PANYNJ
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JUDY DISTLER  
Teaneck International Film 
Festival, Co–Founder

JUDITH P. FENELUS  
Chief of Staff to Assemblywoman
Shavonda Sumter and supports
all the work done on behalf of
the NJ Legislative Black Caucus

JULIE BUSBY  
Deputy Features Editor,
Philadelphia Inquirer

JULIE O'BRIEN  
WEDO Bergen County

JULIE DIAZ  
Chief of Staff, NJ Department
of Labor

THE POWERFUL WOMEN OF NEW JERSEY

JUDITH PERSICHILLI  
Commissioner, NJ Department
of Health
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JULIE ROGINSKY  
Julie Roginsky – Lift Our Voices
& Member of Workgroup on
Harassment , Sexual Assault &
Misogyny in NJ Politics

KARIN ELKIS  
Senior Vice President, 
Optimus Partners

KAREN KOMINSKY  
CLB Partners

KATE BARRY 
Constituent Aide, Somerset
County Commissioners

KATE ZERNIKE  
The New York Times

KATE MCDONNELL  
Counsel to Attorney General
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KATIE BRENNAN  
Activist

KAY LICAUSI 
Hoboken Strategy Group, 
President & CEO

KATIE WERTHEIMER  
Director of Communications, 
Tina Kotek for Governor

KELLY MOOIJ 
NJBPU

KINN BADGER 
Coalitions Director, NJDSC

KELLY STEWART MAER  
Capital Health Systems
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LARA RODRIGUEZ  
Bergen County Board of 
Commissioners, Clerk

LAUREL BRENNAN  
NJ State AFL–CIO, Secretary–
Treasurer & Member of 
Workgroup on Harassment,
Sexual Assault & Misogyny 
in NJ Politics

LAURA MATOS  
Partner, MAD Global Strategy
Group; Board President LUPE
PAC

LAUREN LALICON  
Senior Organizer, AAPI Outreach
for Murphy for Governor

LAURIE MCCABE  
Office of Senator Joe Vitale
and Assemblyman Craig
Couglin

LAURIE CLARK  
President, Legis Serve
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LINDA DUBOIS
Linda DuBois, Salem County 
Republican Chair & one of two
women on the NJ Redistrict-
ing Commission

LISA ALMEIDA  
Deputy Chief Counsel, 
Governor's Office

LINDA METZGER 
Secretary of the NJ Senate

LISA CHAPLAND  
Director of Government Affairs,
NJ State Bar Association

LISA MIZRAHI KAADO  
Women’s Political Caucus

LISA MANDELBLATT  
Former Political Director, 
Office of Congressman Tom 
Malinowski
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LISA RANDALL, ESQ.  
Commissioner, Bergen County
Improvement Authority & 
Member, Workgroup on 
Harassment, Sexual Assault &
Misogyny in NJ Politics

LORI SACKLER  
Bergen Indivisible, Founder &
President

LISA TAKEUCHI-CULLEN  
Leonia Action Alliance / NBC TV
Writer

LORRAINE JOEWONO  
Director,  Bergen County 
Division of Human Services 

LYNN CHAIKEN 
NJ Activist 

LYNDA HINKLE  
Law Offices of Lynda L. Hinkle
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LYNN HAYNES  
Partner, AMG

MAGGIE MORAN   
Cannabis Consultant

LYNN NOWAK  
Porzio Government Affairs

MARCELA MAZIARZ 
Thomas Edison State University

MARILYN DAVIS 
State Director, Government
Affairs, Altice USA

MARCIA MARLEY  
Blue Wave NJ, President
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MARISSA MARZANO 
Head of Communications 
for NJCASA

MARLENE 
KALAYILPARAMPIL  
New Jersey Medical Society

MARLENE CARIDE  
Commissioner, NJ Department
of Banking and Insurance

MARSHA SHAPIRO
AND LOUISE WALPIN  
Marriage Equality Activists /
STAND Central NJ 

MARY KAY ROBERTS  
Riker Danzig

MARY JO LAYTON  
Hackensack Meridian Health
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MARY NOONAN  
Chief of Staff, Office of 
Congressman Chris Smith

MELANIE WILLOUGHBY  
Executive Director, NJ Business
Action Center

MARY WACHTER  
Genentech

MELISSA HAYES  
Senior Manager of Outreach,
North Jersey Transportation
Planning Authority

MICHELE JAKER  
MBI-GluckShaw

MICHELE DIIORGI  
Chief of Staff, Bergen County
Executive, James Tedesco
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MICHELLE DEANGELO 
Scheduler, Governor Murphy

MOLLIE BINOTTO  
VP, SenaKozar

MILLY SILVA  
SEIU Local 1199

NANCY CANTOR  
Rutgers University Newark,
Chancellor

NAOMI GEWIRTZ 
CEO & President, Adler 
Aphasia Center

NANCY ERIKA SMITH  
Smith Mullin P.C. 
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NICOLA BOCOUR  
Government Affairs Director,
Giffords 

NOREEN GIBLIN  
Deputy Chief Counsel / 
Director of Authorities,
Governor's Office

NICOLE RODRIGUEZ  
President, NJPP

PATRICIA TEFFENHART
NJ OAG Division of Violence 
Intervention and Victim 
Assistance & Member of 
Workgroup on Harassment,
Sexual Assault & Misogyny 
in NJ Politics

PAULA ROGOVIN  
Activist

PATTI MCGUIRE 
Princeton Public Affairs 
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PAULINA BANASIAK  
Vice President, Zita Group

PHOEBE HADDON  
Chancellor Emirta and 
Professor of Law, Rutgers 
University-Camden

PEG SCHAFFER  
Vice Chair, NJ Democratic State
Committee & Chairwoman, 
Somerset County Democratic 
Organization

PHYLLIS SALOWE–
KAYE  
NJ Citizen Action, Executive 
Director

RESHMA KAHN  
Civic Activist

RASHEIDA SMITH  
Dunton Consulting
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RHODA CHODOSH 
Republican Operative

ROBIN MORANTE   
NJ Judiciary, Chief of Court and
Judicial Security

RITZY MORALEZ  
Senior Personnel Technician,
Bergen County Board of Social
Services

ROBIN WALTON   
Inspira Health

ROSEMARY BERNARDI  
Women's Political Caucus

ROSA FARIAS  
Rosa Farias –Senior Policy 
Advisor, Senate Majority & 
member of Workgroup on 
Harassment, Sexual Assault &
Misogyny in NJ Politics
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ROSI EFTHIM 
Blue Jersey

SABEEN MASIH  
Senior VP of Public Affairs, 
Capital Impact Group & 
Member of Workgroup on 
Harassment, Sexual Assault &
Misogyny in NJ Politics

RUTHI ZINN BYRNE  
Founder, Zinn Graves & 
Field Inc.

SAILY M. AVELENDA,
ESQ. 
Exec. Dir, NJSDC/Chief of Staff,
NJ Redistricting Committee

SAMANTHA MARCUS 
Senior Writer, Hedge Fund
Alert

SAM BOBILA  
Democrat Fundraiser & AAPI
Activist
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SARA CULLINANE 
Director, Co-Founder, Make
the Road NJ

SARAH ADELMAN  
Commissioner, Department of
Human Services

SARA LEE KESSLER 
TV/Radio personality
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SARAH FAJARDO   
Policy Director, ACLU-NJ

SHAHANAZ 
ARJUMAND   
Democratic, Muslim Activist

SARAH LECHNER   
Senior Vice President, 
Hackensack Meridian Health
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SHANTÉ PALMER   
Gov't Relations, Rutgers
Newark

SHARON BALSAMO   
Assistant Executive Director/Gen-
eral Counsel, 
NJ State Bar Association

SHARI WEINER  
Murphy McKeon P.C.

THE POWERFUL WOMEN OF NEW JERSEY

SHAYLEIGH BATTLE   
Director of Outreach, 
Congressman Josh Gottheimer

SONIA DAS    
Senior Democratic Strategist 

SISTER PATRICIA
CODEY  
President, Catholic HealthCare
Partnership of NJ
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SONIA DELGADO    
Partner, PPAG & Member of
Workgroup on Harassment,
Sexual Assault & Misogyny in
NJ Politics

STEPHANIE LAGOS    
Chief of Staff, First Lady, 
Tammy Murphy

STEPHANIE ALBANESE   
River Crossing Strategy Group
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SUE ALTMAN    
NJ Executive Director, 
Working Families Party

TAI COOPER   
Chief Community Development
Officer, NJEDANJ Politics

TAHESHA WAY  
Secretary of State of 
New Jersey
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TENILLE MCCOY     
Deputy Commissioner in the
NJ Dept of Labor

TRICIA MUELLER     
Groundwork Strategies

TRACIE DESARNO    
Senior Partner, Public
Strategies Impact
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TRISH GRABER    
Director of Public Affairs, 
NJ Department of Banking &
Insurance

VICTORIA BROGAN    
Senior Vice President of
Strategic Initiatives, NJ 
Hospital Association

TRISH ZITA   
Zita Group
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VICTORIA KUHN     
Commissioner, Department 
of Corrections

WINN KHUONG      
Action Together NJ

WENDY LAZARUS     
Principal, WML Public Affairs
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ZAKIYA SMITH-ELLIS     
Principal, Nelson Mullins Reily
& Scarborough

JEN SWEET    
Deputy Director of 
Communications for 
the New Jersey 
Senate Majority Office
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RONNY SIEGAL   
Board Chair, Women’s Rights
Information Center



LILLY CORCORAN    
Executive Director of Women’s
Rights Information Center 

TERI DUDA    
Senior VP, Government Affairs,
Berkeley College
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RACHEL HOLLAND     
Executive Director at The
Hamilton Partnership



Special Shout-Out
to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight

Elise Young
Bloomberg

Brenda Flanagan
NJ Spotlight News

Briana Vannozzi
NJ Spotlight News

Special Shout-Out to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight
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Special Shout-Out
to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight

Jean Rimback 
The Bergen Record

Kate King 
Wall Street Journal

Kate Zernicke
The New York Times

Special Shout-Out to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight
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Special Shout-Out
to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight

Lilo Stainton  
The Bergen Record

Lindy Washburn 
The Bergen Record

Mary Chao  
The Bergen Record

Special Shout-Out to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight
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Special Shout-Out
to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight

Sophie Nieto-Munoz 
NJ Monitor

Dana DiFilippo 
NJ Monitor

Kelly Heyboer
NJ Advance Media

Special Shout-Out to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight
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Special Shout-Out
to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight

Susan K. Livio 
NJ Advance Media

Tracy Tully  
The New York Times

Joanna Gagis
NJ Spotlight News

Special Shout-Out to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight
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Special Shout-Out
to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight

Colleen O'Dea  
NJ Spotlight News

Rhonda Schaffler  
NJ Spotlight News

Raven Santana
NJ Spotlight News

Special Shout-Out to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight
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Special Shout-Out
to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight

Taylor Jung   
NJ Spotlight News

Melissa Rose
Cooper   
NJ Spotlight News

Ashley Balcerzak
The Bergen Record

Special Shout-Out to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight

54



Special Shout-Out
to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight

Colleen Wilson 
The Bergen Record

Katie Sobko    
The Bergen Record

Karen Yi     
Gothamist

Carly Sitrin     
Politico

Special Shout-Out to the Women Reporters Who Bring Us Sunlight
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