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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR * % % * % %

Welcome to the 2023 InsiderNJ

RETROSPECTIVE

where we examine the most significant
contests and political developments of
the past year. Certainly, the biggest
stories of the year include U.S. Sen-
ator Bob Menendez getting indicted
(again), this time for allegedly work-
ing as an instrument of the Egyptian
government, and Democrats handily
holding onto the Legislature.

The GOP tried to make battleground
contests about “parental rights,” in the
aftermath of Attorney General Matt
Plakin’s attempt to reinstate school
district policies protecting the priva-
cy of LGBTQ students. “Put simply,”
said Platkin, “we can both keep par-
ents informed about their children’s
development and protect the civil
rights of our most vulnerable stu-
dents. Our laws require nothing less.”

Battleground Democrats fought back
with a two-pronged argument for the
most part that included the guarantee
of reproductive freedom for women
(especially important on the heels of
the United States Supreme Court’s re-
vocation of Roe v. Wade), and a plan
to address rising senior citizen costs.

Finally, at least on Election Day, it
proved a pretty status quo year, even

with Menendez doing his level best
(or worst) to shock the static system
with his gold bar caper, as the entire
country now revs up for a likely re-
match between incumbent President
Joe Biden, a Democrat, and his mul-
tiply indicted Republican challenger,
former President Donald Trump.

Praying for peace in the Middle East,
and the enduring strength of America.

Merry Christmas and
Happy Holidays.

As always, we'll see you on
the other side.

J e Pegosira

" Editor-in-Chief
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Congratulations To InsiderNJ
On A Great 2023!

Where creative advocacy meets data-driven
communications.




* % % *x * INSIDERNJ 2023 RETROSPECTIVE * * x % %

Winner of the Year

ViIINIGOPA

Supposedly in a tough contest, the Democratic state senator from Monmouth County won almost
60% (more than 11,000 votes) to handily win reelection. In addition to helping the Senate Dem-
ocrats’ cause, Gopal’s victory propelled his two running mates to victory, helping to enable Speaker
Craig Coughlin (D-11) to avoid critical losses in the Assembly. “What we did tonight in Monmouth
County is we drew political parties together to bring this massive landslide. If that doesnt send a

message to our opposition, I don’t know what will,” Gopal told his supporters on Election Night.
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winner Runner-up
JOMHNBURZICHELLL

A

When Senate President Steve Sweeney lost his LD-3 Senate seat to an over-the-road truck driver,
it looked like the end of the line for suburban South Jersey Democrats. But Burzichelli, Sweeney’s
former running mate and a veteran of the Assembly Budget Committee, had other plans. He beat
Sweeney’s conqueror, incumbent Republican Senator Ed Durr, 53-47%, to grab back a senate seat
for the wounded South Jersey Democratic Organization. His party ally, Assemblyman Paul Moriarty,
likewise won in the neighboring 4th Legislative District to give South Jersey Dems some significant
daylight after some lean years in the Trump era.
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Politician of the Year

KENVINSVMICCABE

The Middlesex County Democratic Committee chairman (a key ally of Speaker Craig Coughlin)
committed at the start of the season to fighting to retain Democratic Party control — at the very least —
in the critical battlegrounds of LD-11, LD-14 and LD-16. McCabe did that, in addition to working
with Ocean County allies to help generate an LD-30 Democratic win with Rabbi Avi Schnall. Keep
in mind, too, that the party chairman maintains close relations with Senate President Nick Scutari of

neighboring Union County.
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Politician Runner-up

The longtime Democratic Party consigliere to retiring Hudson County Executive Tom DeGise this
year undertook his own establishment-backed candidacy to succeed DeGise as the next Hudson
County executive. Guy won handily, not a surprise when one considers the plurality of Democrats in
Hudson, but no easy feat behind the scenes when assessing the abiding factions. A lifelong Democrat,
retired Jersey City police lieutenant and proud father and grandfather, “I could not be more thankful
to the people of Hudson County for entrusting me with the honor and responsibility of serving as
your next County Executive, and I pledge to work tirelessly to deliver the progress that our residents
need and deserve,” County Executive-elect Guy said on Election Night. “Hudson County has always
been my home and I've devoted my life to serving all the people who live in our twelve municipalities
— as County Executive, I will fight each and every day to improve quality of life and provide more
opportunities for our residents.”
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County Chair of the Year

PEROYRNIONESE =

The Democratic State Party Chairman doubles as chair of
the Essex County Democratic Committee. The general elec-
tion certainly did not have the drama of battleground regions
in the state (especially Middlesex, South Jersey, Somerset,
and Monmouth), but the end result for Jones is the acquisi-
tion of two senators (Britnee Timberlake and John McKeon)
whom the chair counts on as key allies. Their victories send
an important message to the rest of the state regarding Jones’

power in his home county.
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Loser of the Year

BOBIMENENDEZ

The statewide staple of Democratic Party poli-
tics in New Jersey going back to 2006, power-
ful former chair of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, Menendez and his wife Nadine
this year absorbed indictments in New York on
federal bribery conspiracy charges related to an
allegedly corrupt relationship with three busi-
nessmen to benefit Egypt, according to CNBC.

U.S. Attorney Damian Williams of the South-
ern District of New York laid out the three-
count indictment. “He used his power and
influence, including his leadership role on the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, to ben-
efit the government of Egypt in various ways,”

Williams said.

Menendez allegedly provided sensitive U.S. government material to Egyptian officials. In addition,
the senator allegedly tried to improperly influence U.S. Attorney Phil Sellinger on behalf of those
likewise charged schemer(s). “Fortunately, the public officials did not bend to the pressure,” said
Williams. “That’s a good thing.”

The indictment claims the senator accepted gold bars as part of hundreds of thousands in bribes for
public services rendered.

Although he maintains his innocence and wants to run for reelection, numerous key county party
organizations shifted their support away from the senior senator to First Lady Tammy Murphy.
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Loser of the Year Runner-up

EDID YRR

The nonunion over-the-road truck driver gave off a folk hero glow after ignominiously toppling Sen-
ate President Steve Sweeney in 2021, but as it turns out, Durr lasted only a single term before South
Jersey Democrats got their act together, ran a better-financed and more focused campaign, and took
the Republican out of there behind the candidacy of a come-backing John Burzichelli (See above).
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Loser of the Year Runner-up

BOBIUGTI'N

The chairman of the Republican State Committee never seemed to summon an effective strategy to

score victories in critical legislative battlegrounds this year and left the field on November 7th having
absorbed stinging defeats on all fronts.

18
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Legislator of the Year

RICHARDEDICKECODEY,

Another title for this year’s “Legislator of the
Year” might as well be, “Thank you for Your
Service.” From the heart, we thank Governor
Codey, who stepped into the breach to serve
New Jersey with distinction — and a twinkle in
his eye — after James McGreevey’s 2004 fall from
grace. Codey retired this year after 50 years in

the legislature, the longest-serving in state his-
tory. On his Facebook page as he announced
his retirement from the senate, Codey, an Es-
sex Democrat, wrote, “I've fought for who and
what I believe in, even when it wasn’t easy. 've
made lifelong friends and lifelong enemies —
and I'm proud of both lists!”

Well said.

The retiring kid from Orange stood up to political bullies when it counted, and rendered service
uncluttered by the invasive species of bosses overstepping the boundaries of both civil decorum, and
democratic decency.

He will be missed.
In gratitude, here’s hoping he and his lovely wife enjoy a well-earned retirement.
InsiderN] also wishes well in retirement State Senator Nia Gill one of the finest inquisitors of the

senate chamber, Assemblyman Tom Giblin, Assemblyman Ralph Caputo, and Assemblywoman Mila
Jasey, Democrats all of Essex County.
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Legislation of the Year

SBENKER

CRATGICOUGHLETNES
STAYNJ PLAN

In an effort to address the rising costs facing senior citizens across New

Jersey, Assembly Speaker Craig J. Coughlin in May unveiled a proposal
to cut property taxes in half for most seniors and significantly expand
assistance for medical benefits. Speaker Coughlin introduced legisla-
tion (A1) that would create a new property tax credit program called
StayN], which will make it more affordable for residents to stay in their
homes. Additional legislation was introduced that will significantly ex-
pand medical assistance for health insurance and prescription drugs.

Under StayN]J, the state would provide a 50% credit on seniors’ prop-
erty tax bills, capped at $10,000. Homeowners who are 65 years or
older would be eligible for the tax credit on their principal residence,
and there is no income limit for eligibility. Payments would be applied
directly to tax bills, with benefits starting on January 1, 2025.

“I've heard from people who have to sell the home they raised their children in, and leave the neighborhood theyve
lived in for thirty years, because they can’t afford to stay,” said Speaker Coughlin. “My plan, StayN], will mean
that seniors have the freedom to plan a future in New Jersey with friends and loved ones theyve spent a lifetime
making memories with.”

The plan builds on efforts to make New Jersey more affordable. Governor Murphy and Democrats in the legisla-
ture have enacted 18 tax cuts over the past five years. Last year’s budget included the largest tax relief program in
state history, which included the ANCHOR property tax rebate program. Assembly Democrats are committed to
continuing the ANCHOR program in the next fiscal year.

Ultimately signed into law by Governor Phil Murphy, StayN] proved a significant resource for battleground
Democrats to successfully augment their reproductive freedom message in the general election with a realpolitik
economic argument.



WIHOSIUP
Goingiinicr2024
TAMMY MURPHY

The First Lady of New Jersey ends the year with significant establishment support toward her candi-
dacy for the nomination of the United States Senate. Murphy got in the race after the public melt-
down of Bob Menendez (see above), who continues to assert his innocence.
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MIKE TESTA

Unlike many other his party allies in other battlegrounds, the Republican State Senator (and party
chair in Cumberland) had a good Election Night, not only handily winning reelection in a district he
stripped from the Democrats in 2019, but electing Republicans countywide. Keep an eye on Testa.
Now that U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-2) intends to run for reelection, and the state Senator won’t

be running for that congressional seat, he may turn his attention statewide, perhaps in the capacity
of GOP state chair.
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ANDY KIM
Wil
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The 3rd Congressional District representative will have a difficult time off the line defeating Tammy
Murphy in the Democratic Primary (or anyone who has the benefit of the line), but his decision to
come busting out of the gate declaring his candidacy for the United States Senate before most anyone
else spoke on the subject of the embattled and politically intimidating incumbent already earned
him many admirers. We'll see what happens in the statewide contest for senate next year, but gutsy
progressive Kim has already made it interesting, and that’s something in New Jersey, whose politics
have been fairly static.
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AV1 SCHNALL

The Assemblyman-elect in LD-30, Brooklyn born and bred, Director of the New Jersey office of
Agudath Israel, the national advocacy organization for Hareidi Jewry, will, in the words of InsiderN]
Columnist Alan Joel Steinberg, occupy the catbird seat in the Legislature, significant, “in a time of
Jewish torment, with Israel endangered as never before and antisemitism resurgent throughout the
world, with the election of a fascistic Trump in 2024 a rising possibility, and with Biden’s resolve on
behalf of Israel being sorely tested by anti-Israel elements in the Democratic Party and within his ad-
ministration. All Jews can derive pride, regardless of party or ideology, in the progress of Avi Schnall.”
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JACK C1ATTARELLI

The 2021 Republican nominee for governor has significant goodwill toward his 2025 statewide can-
didacy, as he continues to make a good impression with New Jerseyans in both parties as he avidly
makes contact throughout the state.
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Contest of the Year

It had all the makings of a classic South Jersey matchup between a machine Democrat of substance
and an upstart Republican who scorns the machine. InsiderNJ Columnist Fred Snowflack captured
the race from the district when he wrote the following back in October:

Its been a “long, grueling year,” Durr told supporters over lunch Wednesday at the Mc»M hunting preserve
after his ‘first annual clay shoot” tournament. The senator, by the way, admitted not shooting very well that
morning. No matter, he has other concerns as he runs for reelection in LD-3, which covers all of Salem and
parts of Gloucester and Cumberland counties. A Facebook post by Durr back in 2020, which he points out
was before he was elected, reads as follows: ‘A woman does have a choice. Keep her legs closed.”

Democrats are running with this comment and trying to take it as far as they can. A group called the South
Jersey Women's Alliance is campaigning hard to “Dump Durr.”

That task falls on John Burzichelli, a long time Assemblyman who lost his job in 2021, a down ballot
casualty of Durr’s magical ride. Hes now running for the Senate. “I've got better name recognition than he
does,” Burzichelli said quickly when I caught up with him a few weekends ago at a “town hall” in Pedrick-
town. I had asked about the problem of running against a “celebrizy.”

In the end, Burzichelli hung tough and ousted Durr.
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Campaign of the Year

VINIGOPALY2023

Securing a third term as the
senator from the 11th District,
Gopal made it look easy, like he
barely broke a sweat.
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LATINA

LATINA CIVIC SALUTES ALL THOSE WHO WORK
TO ADVANCE ECONOMIC PROSPERITY FOR LATINOS IN
NEW JERSEY AND WISHES ALL SUPPORTERS A
HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR

M

LATINACIVICACTION.COM LATINACIVICPAC.COM LATINACIVICFOUNDATION.ORG
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Comeback of the Year

JOINIBURZICHELLE]

A respected lawmaker in his own right, Burzichelli achieved a significant political victory by earning
the trust of those Democrats outside his region still fearful of the implications of a South Jersey orga-

nization win. In short, Burzichelli proved big enough to both have the backing of George Norcross
I1I, and the party at large. He’s that good.
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Operative of the Year

MCHISE IV

The longtime veteran operative scored

key victories this year in Toms River
and Brick, as well as LD-11, where he
worked the campaign of victories in-
cumbent Senator Vin Gopal.

Local 825 Operating Engineers build our region’s
transportation, energy, and water infrastructure.
ELEC 825 puts them to work.
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REPAIR| FOUNDATIONS #BUILDINGOUEFUTURE
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Newcomer of the Year
LEUANNEPERERPAUIL

With the LD-11 Democrats’ Election Night victory, Judge Peterpaul began her official journey to
becoming NJ’s first LGBTQ woman elected to Legislature in the state. The results of the LD11 Dem-
ocratic County Committee vote ensured that Judge Peterpaul and her running-mate, Dr. Margie
Donlon, will join Senator Vin Gopal on the ballot in June. “Luanne’s candidacy is not just a win for
visibility and representation- it’s a win for the voters in the 11th Legislative District and every New
Jerseyan. Her credentials are beyond impressive, but it’s her dedication to community service and her
desire to help those of us with the most need that will drive her policy and campaign approach. We're
looking forward to supporting this ticket for the next nine months and getting Luanne to Trenton,”
said NJ LGBTQ Democrats Chairwoman Lauren Albrecht, continuing. “2023 is going to be a year
for the record books!”
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QUOHEIOEFFHERNENR

"Women do have a choice!
Keep their legs closed.”

-Ed Durr’s 2020 Facebook page.

1t came back and haunted the Republican Senate incumbent as
Burzichelli aggressively made it a campaign issue.
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Rematch of the Year
EULEO P SISWEENEY:

The announcement in December by former Senate President Steve Sweeney for Governor 2025
sets up another statewide pre-primary contest between Sweeney and Jersey City Mayor Steve Fulop.

The pair waged a sharp elbowed battle back in 2016, in the lead-up to 2017 as they sought to suc-
ceed then-Governor Chris Christie.

Fulop was the first to formally enter the 2025 statewide contest, joined this month by Sweeney, as
the pair attempt to muscle out others and establish themselves as credible contenders, even as each
occupies the other’s lane.
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RONALD L. RICE

A New Jersey political legend

transitioned from the earth
this year. Former State Senator
Ronald L. Rice of Newark, nev-
er cynical, never timid, never
canned, who pulled long range
recon for our collective history
as Americans, in times when
our political culture frequent-
ly insists on occupying a space
even outside the echo of histo-

ry, who determinedly advocated
people power in a machine pol-
itics state, and specifically em-
phasized the power of lawmak-
ers in a strong governor state,

has died.

Vietnam combat veteran, New-
ark police officer and detec-
tive, trailblazing Newark City
Councilman, deputy mayor and

41

community organizer, Legisla-
tive Black Caucus Chairman, a
fighter to his core and a fiercely
proud and outspoken lawmaker
who often held the state bud-
get hostage until he extracted
social justice measures for New
Jersey’s impoverished and work-
ing-class people, former Senator
Rice succumbed at the age of 77
after a battle with cancer.




“When 1 took over as chair of
the Legislative Black Caucus,
I said, “Were not where we
need be because were not or-
ganized. Our people need help.
Theyre crying to us from the
streets. Corporate America, the
schoolhouses, the correctional
facilities, and even the church-
es — they were not there for
them, because in each case, they
may only see one, three or four

[Black representatives in those
institutions],” Senator Rice said
in December of 2022.

But he made the purpose of his
life clear as he urged his col-
leagues to move forward with
VIgOL.

“You have power you do not
recognize,” Senator Rice said.
“I don’t care what the president
says. The only people who can
make policy are the legislators.

PASSAGES

“Black is beautiful,” the senator
added. “It is also powerful.”

In August, the Newark lawmak-
er relinquished his legislative
seat after a 36-year career in the
state senate.

Reinforced by those in atten-
dance at his retirement gala late
last year, his life’s work — un-
derscored by self-sacrifice, Ma-
rine Corps (1966-1970) public
interest dedication, real-world
groundedness on the streets
of America, and a legislator’s
sharp elbowed understanding
of the system — Rice stood in
stark contrast to many pres-
ent day political figures, who
strike Caligula-like self-idoliz-
ing poses in their resistance to
the country’s history, to battles
won and shifts of power gained,
and a surreal, seemingly slavish
dedication to pre-Civil War era
anarchist nativist.

Legislative lion Rice, who repre-
sented Newark’s 28th District,
based in the West Ward, in ill
health and not the same since
the 2020 death of his beloved
wife Shirley, shared with his
senate colleagues news of his re-
tirement, effective August 3 1st.

The retirement of the un-
bought, unbossed, accessible

and publicly accountable Rice
— from the seat he held as an
independent Democratic Party
voice since 1986, and retained
with an off-the-line campaign
against the party machine in
2007 - represented a major
political event in New Jersey, a
state governed by machine pol-
itics. At a gathering of Essex
County Democrats last year,
the senator’s longtime friend,
political ally and colleague for-
mer Governor Richard Cod-
ey, identified him as “the most
ethical” elected official in New
Jersey. The ailing Essex County
Senator this past summer sent
letters to the Senate Majority
Office and to his colleagues in
the Legislative Black Caucus;
and a personalized letter to each
of his fellow senators.

“As I announce my retirement
this is a heart-wrenching let-
ter to compose,” Senator Rice
wrote to the Legislative Black
Caucus. “Together we have
been etching compassion and
equality into our society, one
issue, and sometimes one per-
son, at a time.”

To his fellow senators, the sen-
ator said he tendered his resig-
nation “with a full heart,” de-
scribing his service as a New
Jersey State Senator as the hon-




or of his life. “I am proud of the
many ways we have worked to-
gether to improve life in every
community in our state, across
every demographic. I am espe-
cially heartened by our desper-
ately needed accomplishments
toward racial equality and so-
cial justice.”

The senator shared both his
gratitude and his sense of the
value of friendships forged in
Trenton, both past and pres-
ent. “I'm thankful for how you
sharpened my focus, defined
by aspirations and brought out
the best in me for the sake of
my constituents,” Rice wrote.

The news today deeply impact-
ed the New Jersey community.
“I am so saddened by Senator
Rice’s passing,” said U.S. Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12). “He was a true friend and
warrior. He always referred
to us as Nubian Queens rein-
forcing in us our nobility and
worth. I can honestly say that I
loved him. Rest in peace, dear

»

man.

Assemblyman Ralph Caputo
(D-28) mourned.

“He is one of the most remark-
able people I have met in life,”

Caputo told InsiderN]. “His
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loyalty and his ability to repre-
sent people — second to none.
Everything he did was for his
constituents and his colleagues.
I'm going to miss Senator Ron-
ald Rice, and I am going to
miss my true friend.”

Irvington Mayor Tony Vauss
grieved when he learned of the
senator’s death.

“So sad to hear about the loss
of a great leader and please

know that my thoughts are
with friends and family,” said
the mayor. “My deepest sympa-
thies go out to the family of a
fantastic role model. May God
give them the peace that they
seek.

Last year, on the news of Sena-
tor Rice’s retirement, goodwill
poured forth from New Jersey’s
political leaders.

“Everybody respects him,” said
Essex County Democratic Par-
ty Chairman LeRoy Jones, a
former state assemblyman who
also serves as the Democratic
State Party Chair. “I have the
ultimate respect for him. He’s
my former colleague. He has a
stellar legacy of service.”

“Ron Rice will leave the state
Senate as one of its most trans-
formational members, a true
maverick whose legacy of legis-
lative successes will stand clear-
ly on its own,” said Governor
Phil Murphy. “He understood
that public office is not about
doing what's best for individual
politics or promotion but what's
right for the people we serve.
He forced his fellow legislators
— and to be sure, governors — to
confront uncomfortable truths
and wasn't afraid to be a lone
voice of dissent if he believed
such dissent shined a light on
injustice. In doing so, he made
us all better at our jobs. While
I have no doubt Ron will con-
tinue to advocate forcefully for
social justice and the betterment
of every community of color so
long as he is able, his resignation
leaves a huge void in the Legis-
lature that will be hard to fill.
[ will always be proud to have
called him my partner but even
prouder to call him my friend.”



Said South Ward Newark
Pat Council,
“Senator Rice is a consistent
fighter for the state, his com-
munity and his people. The
28th District will miss not just
the voice but the fight.”

Councilman

“It is with a spirit of gratitude
that I pen this letter,” said As-
semblywoman Shavonda Sum-
ter (D-35), chair of the Legis-
lative Black Caucus. “Senator
Ronald L. Rice, I thank you
for your decades of exemplary
leadership. You have served not
only for the people of the 28th
District, but the entire state of
New Jersey well. Your fearless-
ness, no non-sense outlook,
and humor has been a staple
for much of the progress our
state has experienced. You have
opened doors for so many peo-
ple of color to hold executive
positions, secure judicial ap-
pointments and serve as elected
leaders. Your commitment to
our community and our youth
is unmatched. Thank you for
being a champion for those
who need it most.

“Throughout time, you have
stood in the gap to be a voice
for those who have historical-
ly been underserved, shedding
light on the harms of inequi-
ties, disparities, and lack of
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fairness. Your investigative acu-
men, ability to determine the
root cause of issues, and cre-
ate specific policy changes are
a testament to your brilliance
and pure heart. The strong
connection you have to the
people throughout the com-
munity and your gift to unify
has allowed us to achieve his-
toric gains at every level for our
children and the most vulnera-
ble populations.”

Rice served as both councilman
and senator in that epoch when
elected officials could occupy

dual offices.

“I didn’t see it as a conflict of
interest at all,” he said. “The
real conflict of interest is peo-
ple who work for someone
else. I was getting things done
because I was the councilman,
and I didn’t have to go through
anybody.”

He ran unsuccessfully for may-
or in 1998 (losing to James)
and 2006 (losing to Booker).
Booker and Adubato aligned to
dislodge him from the senate
seat in 2007 but Rice — guerilla
style — improbably won off the
line.

“I hope when the time comes,
they give me my just do,” said
Rice, a grandfather. “You cant

find anyone that got a job in
Yy g J
government from me.

“I didn’t come here for my
friends or to get the money,”

he added.

As a senator, Rice — the lead-
ing statewide voice on decrim-

inalization of marijuana and
expungement, and
police reform — founded and

led the Legislative Black Cau-
cus and fearlessly fought the

housing

Democratic power structure of
Trenton and never become one
of its obsequious enablers. He
clashed openly with the South
Jersey Democratic Party ma-
chine and its northern enablers
and allies. The black caucus
contributed those specific ele-
ments of the marijuana legaliza-
tion legislation, without which
there would be next to no social
justice component.



“This is political warfare,” Rice
told InsiderN]J in 2019. “The
black migration is one of the
most important pieces of our
history. And ics hard to ex-
press that to a generation on
social media that doesn’t know
how to reach out and touch
real things. You have to touch.
What's hurting us is back then
[in the 1960%], there was al-
ways a national leadership
voice for black people, and as
part of that you had people
like Jesse Jackson, Dr. King,
and Malcolm. But we dont
have a national voice anymore
and we havent prepared one,
and that hurts us. The national
voice helped build the soldiers
and leadership at the state lev-
els so that when someone like
Dr. King came, he would have
lieutenants and ground troops
keyed into the now.”

The senator helped his son,
Ronald C. Rice, into the bruis-
ing New Jersey political arena,
and the pair ran on opposing
tickets in 2006, when the elder
Rice ran for mayor against Cory
Booker, allied with the younger
Rice. For eight years, the two
Rices together represented the
West Ward, on the local and
legislative fronts, a political
alliance formed of blood and
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equal commitment to sub-
stance and public service. After
his son lost an anti-establish-
ment bid for the 10th District
Congressional seat in 2012 and
did not pursue reelection to the
council in 2014, Rice soldiered
on alone in public life.

“It’s like this,” Rice told In-
siderNJ. “Don’t be afraid to
tell the political bosses you're
not going to deal with that.
But here’s the problem. When
youre doing business or work-
ing for different people, you
have to make a decision about
whether you're going to control
your own destiny or are you

going to let people control it.
If youre going to be a lobby-
ist or you're going to work for
a corporation — I used to work
for PSE&G, so I know this,
see — you have to understand,
you are going to be controlled
to some degree. You have to
make your mind up. And it’s
like this. When you don’t take
the hits for self-preservation, it
means the people you purport
to represent take the hits. They,
we, get harmed in the process.”

A legend — New Jersey style,
Newark style — died today.

So departed a man.
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JOE FIORDALISO

Joe Fiordaliso, president of the
New Jersey Board of Public Util-
ities and a native of Newark, died
this year at St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal.

He was 78.

Said Governor Phil Murphy in a
statement:

“Joe Fiordaliso was a consum-

mate public servant, a trusted

colleague, and a good friend.
Above all, he was a devoted hus-
band to his wife Marilyn, father
to Dana and Joe, and grandfa-
ther to six loving grandchildren.
“As President of the BPU since
the beginning of my Administra-
tion, Joe skillfully led our work to
responsibly transition to a clean
energy economy while always
putting the needs of consumers
first. He also was a key figure in
our storm response efforts and

in ensuring that all New Jersey-
ans had access to critical services
like clean water, electricity, and
broadband. And, as a former
three-time Mayor of Livingston
and member of the Township
Council, he was a dedicated
member of his community.

“Every time you saw Joe he was
wearing his signature offshore
wind pin or handing one out
to anyone and everyone he met.
He had an infectious personali-
ty and generous spirit. Tammy
and I will miss his wise counsel
and friendship. May he Rest in
Peace.”

Born and raised in the Iron-
bound
New Jersey, Joseph L. Fiordal-
iso was nominated by Gover-
nor Richard Codey, and con-
firmed by the Senate, to serve
on the Board of Public Uetilities
in 2005. He was renominated
by Governor Christie in both
2011 and 2014. He also served
on the National Association of
Regulatory Utility Commis-

section of Newark,

sioners Committee on Ciritical
Infrastructure and Committee
on Energy Resources and the
Environment, and was a member

of the Mid-Atlantic Conference




of Regulatory Utilities Commis-
sioners and also the Eastern In-
terconnection States Planning
Council.

M. Fiordaliso was elected to the
Livingston Township Council in
1988 and went on to serve for
three terms, including serving
as Mayor three times during his
tenure. In 1990, he was appoint-
ed by the Essex County Execu-
tive to serve as the Director of
Planning and Economic Devel-
opment. He served as Senator
Codey’s District Director and, in
2004, was named by Governor
Codey as Deputy Chief of Staff.

Mr. Fiordaliso and his wife Mar-
ilyn resided in Livingston. They
have two children, Joe and Dana,
and six grandchildren.

In a statement, former Governor

Codey said:

“Joe Fiordaliso was a great friend
and dedicated public servant. I
had the pleasure of working with
him closely throughout my ca-
reer and saw first-hand his im-
pact on our state. He had a deep
understanding of the issues that
affected New Jerseyans and pas-
sion for doing great work.

“I will always remember one of
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the biggest moments in both of
our lives. It was August of 2004
and Gov. McGreevey stunned
everyone with his announcement
he was stepping down. For me,
it meant I was to become gov-
ernor. And for Joe, it meant he
was about to become one of my
top lieutenants and most trusted
advisors. We got on the phone
and I told him I needed him
ASAP. There was only one prob-
lem: Joe and his wife, Marilyn,
were vacationing somewhere on
an island. Getting a flight was a
problem, but Joe found a way. To
this day, I'll never know how he
got back to New Jersey as quick-
ly as he did. But that was Joe in
a nutshell. He found a way. He
always found a way. My deepest
condolences go out to Marilyn,

their two children and six grand-
children.”

Wrote Politico of the
BPU under Mr. Fiordaliso’s
leadership:

“It is an often-overlooked agency
that regulates services such as gas
and electricity, but under Mur-
phy it took on greater responsi-
bility as he set a goal of reach-
ing 100 percent clean energy by
2050 — and then moving it up
to 2035, one of the most aggres-
sive in the nation. That meant

the BPU under Fiordaliso was
responsible for the regulatory
push to electrify homes, oversee-
ing the startup of the state’s off-
shore wind industry and helping

coordinate New Jersey’s re-entry
to the Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative, among other things.”

NJBIA President and CEO
Michele Siekerka issued the

following statement:

“NJBIA mourns the passing of
Board of Public Utilities Presi-
dent Joe Fiordaliso today. Both
as President and in his years pri-
or with the BPU, Joe was truly
and passionately committed to
his job and its many missions.
And even when we didnt agree
on policy issues, President
Fiordaliso always had an open



door, took part in many NJBIA
events and had receptive ears to
our concerns. NJBIA offers our
heartfelt condolences to Joe’s
family and friends. He will be
greatly missed.”

Said Speaker Craig Coughlin:

“I am sorry to hear about Pres-
ident Fiordaliso’s passing. He
was a talented, dedicated public
servant in local and state govern-
ment. He set a tone of collegial-
ity and respect, bringing people
together to get things done for
New Jersey.”

The following is a statement
from Christina M. Renna, presi-

dent & CEO, Chamber of Com-

merce Southern New Jersey:

“Throughout his esteemed ca-
reer, President Fiordaliso was
a dedicated public servant and
leader in statewide energy pol-
icy. His impact extended be-
yond the realm of energy, as he
was a respected figure within
New Jersey’s business communi-
ty, working collaboratively with
the CCSN] and its members to
promote economic development
and job creation. The CCSN]
had the privilege of hosting
President Fiordaliso many times
during his tenure as President
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of the Board, as recently as last
month, and as always, we appre-
ciated his willingness to address
our members thoroughly and
candidly. We send our sincerest
condolences to his family during
this difficult time.”

Utility and Transportation Con-
tractors Association (UTCA)
Executive Director Dave Rible
released the following statement:

“It would be difficult to find a

more caring, dedicated person
than Joe Fiordaliso. He exem-
plified the best in what we could
hope for in a public servant, first
as a councilman and mayor, then
in his work with Governor Cod-
ey and then leading the Board of
Public Utilities. It is a remark-
able legacy. Joe was approachable
and easily likable but perhaps
most importantly, he was a fam-
ily man, dedicated to his wife,
children and grandchildren. This
is a sad day for New Jersey.”

Joe Fiordaliso

Presddent

Board of Public Utilities




