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The Data 
Center 
Action Agenda 
Imperative
We’ve said it before, and we’ll say 
it again. No one wants to shut 
down a project that benefits a 
union worker. But New Jersey 
urgently needs a deeper, more 
substantive and more convincing 
action plan regarding data 
centers and their impact on our 
citizens and the overall societal 
impacts of AI.

The legislature undertook 
hearings on artificial intelligence 
and routinely probed the 

intentions of data center 
drivers, but we require a 
comprehensive and authoritative 
executive agenda. We believe 
Governor Sherrill (who to her 
credit has already begun the 
conversation and put in place 

some protections) should lead a 
conference to pull all the people 
together, from labor unions to 
industry leaders, big and small 
tech, to environmentalists, to 
community activists, to local 
business owners, and elected 
officials at all levels, to scrutinize 
the impact – and not only 
environmentally. We must – 
with all expedition –  consider 
the long-range implications of 
data centers on our population. 
We need actionable facts.

We don’t want to hurt a single 
job.

But certainly, we do not want 
to create an environment where 
human labor gets crushed by an 
unregulated and rushed industry.
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We don’t want Hal the computer 
locking us in suspended 
animation, outside the pod 
bay door of our own cherished 
Garden State. The fact that 
Donald Trump and his big tech 
allies want to force feed as many 
data centers as possible without 
substantive community input 
and absent regulations should 
tell you everything you need to 
know about why we need to shine 
a much brighter and much more 
intense light on this subject.

We don’t want Hal the computer 
locking us in suspended 
animation, outside the pod 
bay door of our own cherished 
Garden State. The fact that 
Donald Trump and his big tech 
allies want to force feed as many 
data centers as possible without 
substantive community input 
and absent regulations should 
tell you everything you need to 
know about why we need to shine 
a much brighter and much more 
intense light on this subject.

So, Governor Sherrill, once again, 
please take heed. Understand, in 
a cauldron of misinformation, 
where people otherwise draw 
their own conclusions, we need 
a very well organized, and very 
well-covered, public conference. 
Appreciating the work already 
done, safeguards to date put in 

place, we also recognize that 
significant unsettling questions 
persist about this industry and its 
impact on the environment, labor, 
and humanity.

And now, to the elections at 
hand...

We Still Have a 
Country, After 
All, America
To those who supported Donald 
Trump in 2024, we hope you’ve 
learned your lessons. Let me spell 
them out for you, in case you have 
chosen – as he has – to remain in 
a self-aggrandizing cocoon.

Lesson Number One. 

The South really did lose the Civil 
War, guys. Trying to glob onto the 
carcass of a daft TV personality to 
take the country back to 1859 is 
stupid and self-defeating. Maybe 
it wasn’t easy to accept defeat in 
1865 but let it go. Ramrodding 
witless anarchy, tyranny and 
racism doesn’t settle a score with 
the North. It just debilitates 
America. You might find it funny 
to have incompetent people like 
Kash Patel, Pam Bondi, Pete 
Hegseth, Linda McMahon, Kristi 
Noem and Bobby Kennedy Jr. 
running critical departments into 
the ground to short circuit the 
federal government. You might be 
amused by Trump advancing his 
own financial self-interest to the 
determent of national security, 
as a statement of government’s 
fundamental evil. But plenty of 
us out here know the advantage 
of the wise use of government 
and understand the civil and 
legal necessity of constitutional 
government for the public’s general 
health and welfare.

Lesson Number Two. 

Defending the uber wealthy and 
their insistent structure of slavery 
perfected in the antebellum 
South won’t get you anywhere 
but dead. Just ask the guys in 
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grey uniforms who stormed 
Gettysburg. Consider the fact 
that the South – on the backs 
of human slaves – represented 
the greatest concentration of 
wealth (in the world!) in the 
hands of the fewest. The musket 
carriers and cannon fodder died 
to perpetuate a fundamentally 
inhumane and barbaric social 
and economic system. Without 
equating southern slavery to the 
current condition of the country’s 
working class, understand 
Trump’s attempt to dramatically 
shift the greatest wealth from the 
middle class to the billionaire 
class and his rush to empower AI 
and you will get some sense of a 
new, modern era of shackling the 
greater share of humanity within 
their system.

You naively bought a line 
about affordability and the 
cost of goods thinking a fake 
businessman could get it done. 
Instead, you got a Russian 
oligarch picking up the tab 
for Trump Junior’s wedding, 
a $400 million airplane 
bequeathed to Trump for the 
Qatari government, a president 
embossing the Oval Office in 
gold, trying to plaster his name 
on public buildings, scrapping 
the Kennedy Center, enabling 
and unhinging big tech, 
eradicating the Department of 

Education, assaulting justice, 
pardoning criminals loyal to his 
agenda, and demonstrating more 
interest in creating a ballroom 
for the rich than working to 
improve the lives of hard-
working Americans. This is a guy 
who’s never worked a day in his 
life who fundamentally believes 
in the investor class, not the 
working class. Get that through 
your heads.

Lesson Number Three. 

Leading the greatest country in 
the world is not entertainment. It’s 
serious business. Men and women 
who wear the uniform of the 
United States of America depend 
on wisdom in the chief executive 
and his advisers. You may find 
it hilarious to see a guy acting 
like a rabid buffoon in public, 
or a grown man in oversized 

sycophantic shoes purporting to 
serve as secretary of state. Maybe 
you laughed uproariously when 
Trump – in TV personality 
glory – told underlings, “You’re 
fired.” Maybe you laugh when he 
ridicules reporters and women. 
But simply know this: those who 
lead the finest among us – the 
young men and women of the 
military – need to be of exemplary 
moral character.

Lesson Number Four. 

Remember the words of the 
Greek philosopher Heraclitus: 
“Character is fate.” Don’t forget 
that. We can debate this or that 
system, and argue the merits or 
demerits of Plato’s conclusion, 
namely that democracy leads to 
oligarchy. But you can’t buck 
Heraclitus. “Character is fate.” 
It was true in the ancient world, 
and it is true now. No Babylon 
can supplant that essential 
human truth in the life of man. 
Newfangled Nebuchadnezzars 
dragging the Epstein Files merely 
defecate upon the grace, dignity 
and moral imperative of this 
country, at its heart a product of 
the Enlightenment. Not everyone 
is a philosopher, but don’t ever 
again think reducing the country 
to the size of Sardanapalus’ death 
chamber will get us anywhere but 
at odds with America itself.
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Lesson Number Five. 

We can have a debate about the 
separation of church and state. 
But don’t ever again frontend 
load Jabba the Hutt as the 
public square spokesman for 
“Christendom.” Give to Caesar 
what is Caesar – ok, fine. But 
that doesn’t mean we want 
Caligula as President. Even 
worse, we don’t want Caligula 
pretending to be guardian of 
the faith. You’ve put yourself in 
a pretzel here with this guy. Just 
don’t do it again.

Lesson Number Six. 

Trump lost the 2020 election. It 
doesn’t matter how many Kool-
Aid drinkers or toadies deny it or 
bootlick to try to advance their 
careers, or how many public 
servants they threaten or try to 
strongarm. Trump lost. Joe Biden 
beat him. Here are the numbers: 
Biden, 51.3% (81,283,501) (306 

electoral votes). Trump, 46.8% 
(74,223,975) (232 electoral 
votes). You can storm the 
Capitol in minotaur headdresses, 
create conditions resulting in 
the death of a police officer 
from New Jersey, try to bigfoot 
Georgia’s Secretary of State, fail 
to participate in the peaceful 
transfer of power, summon 
judicial candidates who the deny 
the results of the election, whine, 
and whine, and whine, but you 
cannot change the truth.

Lesson Number Seven. 

Picking on society’s weakest and 
most vulnerable never makes you 
a tough guy. It just shows you to 
be a true wimp, and the trudging 
tool of a little Lord Fauntleroy 
like Trump, never in a fistfight in 
his entire life. And a world class 
whiner. The next time there’s a 
crisis and you want to address it, 
don’t start by pardoning more 
than 1,500 election deniers so 
many of them can don masks to 
go after donut shop workers, gas 
station attendants, and forklift 
drivers. Remember what you 
come from, and where you come 
from, and summon the inner 
strength to target those powerful 
forces creating conditions 
antithetical to workers’ rights, 
not the workers themselves.

Lesson Number Eight. 

Eight takes us back to one. Don’t 
forget the history of America. 
Now, you might be more 
inclined to watch reruns of “The 
Apprentice” before you ever pick 
up a history book. But don’t 
forget the shifts of power, some 
of them wrenching and tragic 
– starting with the American 
Revolution and Washington’s 
declaration of no more kings. 
Don’t forget Lincoln preserving – 
not dividing – the union. Mark 
3:25: “A house divided against 
itself cannot stand.” Don’t 
forget the bloody path to living 
up to our creed, that all men 
are created equal. Don’t forget 
the trade unionists fighting for 
greater income equality. The 
wise expansion of government 
in the aftermath of the Great 
Depression. Don’t forget the 
Greatest Generation who 
defeated fascism. Don’t forget 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
John Lewis, Rosa Parks and the 
Civil Rights movement and 
the sacrifices of those dedicated 
to justice at the core of our 
country’s primary documents. 

Don’t forget. 

Never forget.
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Elections represent a binary 
choice, and on Nov. 3rd, 
New Jerseyans have in front 
of them a clearcut decision. 
Imperfect, defined by two 
parties inadequately reflecting 
the diverse and complex will of 
man, our system nonetheless – in 

the words of Winston Churchell 
– represents “the worst form of 
government except all others.”

For all its deficits – and they are 
considerable – Democrats in 
battleground contests contain 
the clearest alternative to Trump 

and his hate-filled, cruel and 
corrupt agenda. Nowhere does 
the contrast strike more starkly 
than in New Jersey.

Democrats advanced a genuinely 
moral leader when they elected 
Mikie Sherrill last year, a public 
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servant dedicated to transparency 
and decency in government.

Trump has made over a billion 
dollars in crypto investments, 
started a war with Iran he can’t 
finish, sewn division and racism, 
empowered his most powerful 
corporate allies while targeting 
workers, attempted to end the 
long-needed Gateway Tunnel 
(a big creator of union jobs in 
New Jersey), weakened America’s 
standing worldwide, made an 
enemy of the press and tried to 
subvert our election process.

Sherrill, by contrast, defended 
the Gateway Tunnel multiple 
times, defeating Trump in court 
to keep strong union jobs for 
New Jersey workers. A real leader, 
she assumed ownership of the 
(ongoing) Delaney Hall problem 
of Trump’s making by refusing to 
allow
masked agents of ICE to move 
on protesters. Unlike Trump, 
whose Attorneys general smother 
the truth to protect him from 
the contents of the Epstein 
Files, and whose FBI director 
refuses to investigate undue 
influence by tyrannical foreign 
governments over the Trump 
presidency, Sherrill announced 
independent investigations of 
both the DMV voter registration 

scandal (which occurred prior to 
her administration) and her own 
Lieutenant Governor following 
complaints by women who 
worked for him.

No cover up. No attempt to 
hoodwink anyone. No cronyism.

In both cases, DMV and 
Caldwell, the Governor sought 
nonpartisan representation to 
lead substantive inquiries into 
what went wrong. In the case of 
the DMV scandal, rather than 
pretend the nonexistence of a 
problem, the Governor took 
immediate action to correct the 
matter – and to ensure it does 
not happen again.

While Sherrill straightened out 
the DMV, Trump issued an 
executive order to invalidate 
voting by mail, which would 
disenfranchise veterans, 

the elderly, and the infirm. 
Mortified, county clerks from 
his own party opposed him. 
His own U.S. Supreme Court 
opposed him, sending him into 
yet another self-pitying rage.

As for the allegations leveled by 
women against Lt. Gov. Dale 
Caldwell, Sherrill took them 
seriously, while protecting due 
process.

Imagine that? 

Due process. 

The contrast with Trump could 
not be starker.
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In a desperate effort to change 
the subject from their hopelessly 
corrupt president, Republicans 
want to convince voters that 
Sherrill is simply New Jersey’s 
version of Trump.

It’s sad. Truly. While Trump 
agonized over bone spurs in the 
Vietnam era, demeaned the late 
great Senator John McCain, runs 
partisan, taxpayer-funded ads 
from the Oval Office, and cries 
every time something doesn’t 
go his way, Sherrill – a former 
U.S. Navy helicopter pilot with 
a decade of service behind her 
– presents New Jersey in – of 
all things – a dignified public 
service light. Think about her 
leadership when you go to vote. 
Think about her leadership of 
her party in a binary choice 
election.

Sometimes, you have to ask 
yourself if this really is New 
Jersey, the same place with a 
political establishment that 
looked the other way on 
Trump’s Atlantic City financial 
improprieties as he – newsflash 
coming up – enriched himself 
and stiffed casino workers.

On Nov. 3rd, don’t let that be 
the last word on the subject 
rendered by the people of the 
great Garden State.
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Tom Kean, Jr. started out in 
public life as a well-prepared 
and confident young man. 
Son of a former governor. 
Ivy League-educated. Mild-
mannered. Undefined, but 
basically dignified. He was never 
going to run over anyone in a 
golf cart or do something to 
blatantly embarrass dad. He had 

a lot to live up to, of course, as 
he probably heard – and heard 
– given the iconic status New 
Jerseyans reserve for his father.

While he struggled to delineate 
himself publicly, he had his 
father’s name to fall back on in 
a pinch, or frequently, in fact, 
even as a vulgar specter – like 

something out of a 1960s horror 
movie – blanketed the GOP in 
the form of Donald Trump and 
the MAGA movement.

Riding years of goodwill, the 
Keans wouldn’t have to worry 
about that.

Or – cough, cough - would they?
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The 2006 election, it must be 
said, took a lot out of young 
Kean. So much rode on him as 
the public manifestation of the 
next generation. Unprepared 
to go up against a Hudson 
County street fighter like Bob 
Menendez, his father’s son 
absorbed a shellacking at the 
hands of bulletproof vest Bob. 
Subsequent to that statewide 
loss, Kean became more cautious, 
less trusting, and to a certain 
extent, more publicly humble. 
Kind of. It was difficult to say 
whether Menendez humbled him 
or whether the whole business 
made Kean more resentful. But 
he never really got over it. Scenes 
in elevators with uncomfortable 
people from newspapers asking 
irritating questions. Brian 
Thompson sticking a microphone 
in his face and interrogating him 
on Iraq. Thompson was a bulldog. 
Menendez cronies cranking up 
the lawnmowers outside the 
county building when Kean tried 
to speak. Operatives running after 
him wielding “Trust Fund Baby” 
signs. Kean might have just felt 
ganged up on in the end, as his 
campaign imploded.

It was likely then that he began to 
justify a bubbled public existence. 
Define himself? He wouldn’t have 
to. The name spoke for itself, 
and for him. It took a little while 

for Kean to lock in on simply 
submarining it around the press, 
but he got there eventually. As 
senate minority leader during the 
Chris Christie years, he didn’t 
have much to say. Or he didn’t 
have to say much. Whichever one 
applies. He did find himself at 
odds with the governor in 2013, 
surviving a post- election night 
attempt by Christie to relieve 
him of his leadership position in 
the GOP caucus. By the time he 
mounted another federal run in 
2020, Kean had gone into full-
blown cloak mode. Why, he and 
his handlers could rationalize, 
would he want to submit to 
another humiliation like the 2006 
campaign?

And anyway, he had an 
establishment ace in the hole.

Incumbent U.S. Rep. Tom 
Malinowski (D-7) beat him the 
first time. Then the Democrats 
carved out a district for Kean 
in time for a 2022 rematch, 
with 20K more Republicans 
than Democrats. They liked the 
father, an Essex guy, after all, 
wanted to work with him, keep 
the family legacy afloat, and 
didn’t dislike Junior. Who was 
Malinowski really, they asked? It 
was the Biden Midterm election. 
Kean complained about the 
price of bread and eggs in his 
ads, avoided the media, got run 
over by Malinowski in their lone 
debate, and comfortably won 
the contest by – surprise – 19K 
votes.

Kean figured he could coast 
in a pretty safe district. But 
between 2024 and 2026, 
Trump’s comeback choked the 
atmosphere, and now it’s the 
Trump midterm election and 
grocery costs – another shocking 
surprise! – are out of control.

Via Scripps News Service:

Research by Motley Fool Money 
found the average household spent 
$677 a month on groceries in 
2025, a 31% jump from 2019 
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and roughly $160 more per month 
than before the pandemic.

If anyone ever found Kean’s 
remoteness vaguely charming, 
they no longer had an appetite 
for an invisible and entitled 
congressman who had nothing 
substantial to say on issues like 
data centers, AI, the Gateway 
Tunnel, the proposed siting of 
an ICE detention facility in 
Roxbury, and the ubiquitous 
presence in our communities 
of masked men with guns 
purporting to be federal law 
enforcement officers.

Wrote InsiderNJ columnist 
Andrew Leven: “Kean, Jr.’s 
purposeful decision to campaign 
on the inane evinces a contempt 
for our intellect as voters that 
should make even Donald 
Trump blush.” But Trump wasn’t 

blushing, as the Bedminster golf 
course jockey turned president 
prepared to get very involved in 
the CD-7 election. If Kean had 
hardly tried to define himself 
beyond the family name and an 
establishment-fortified district, 
Trump – a sulfuric presence with 
an approval rating bottomed out 
in the twenties – had cash to 
spare for his young “Apprentice,” 
the last of a New Jersey breed 
of politicians with family roots 
in the era of the American 
Revolution – guys who lasted for 
a few hundred years, and who 
– as it turned out –- uniformly 
found it difficult to survive in 
the Trump era.

Kean’s two slightly older peers 
– Rodney Frelinghuysen and 
Leonard Lance – both proved 
unable to withstand the 2018 
midterm backlash against 
Trump. Rather than suffer a loss 
to rising Democratic Party star 
Mikie Sherrill, Frelinghuysen 
opted out of reelection. “I wish 
he wouldn’t spend as much 
time tweeting,” he fretted to 
InsiderNJ, referring to Trump, 
as he exited public life. Lance, 
for his part, infuriated Trump 
by trying to walk a political 
tightrope, and ended up losing 
that same year to Malinowski. 
Blasted clear of their saddles, 
Frelinghuysen and Lance left 

Kean alone to gallop across a
dubious smoking field, foot 
hooked in the stirrup, dragging 
along behind his mount over 
bumpy terrain.

Trump was more than happy 
to help.

Once his respectful enabler in 
the redistricting sweepstakes, 
for New Jersey, after all, is like 
a family, the New Jersey State 
Democratic Committee earlier 
this month cited the millions of 
dollars deployed by two Epstein 
File headliners, Trump and Elon 
Musk, to support the incumbent 
Republican congressman.

A Trump super PAC directed 
approximately $3.3 million 
toward supporting Tom Kean Jr. 
in the midterms. The spending 
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comes as Trump and the NJ GOP 
ramp up efforts to save Kean, 
“who continues to dodge press 
interviews and won’t stand up for 
his constituents.”

Meanwhile, Elon Musk’s PAC has 
once again begun pouring money 
into propping up Kean’s campaign. 
He spent roughly one million 
dollars on Tom Kean Jr. in 2024, 
and has contributed $90,000 to 
eight House races so far, including 
Tom Kean Jr. The people of NJ-7 
want leaders who will earn their 
vote, not try to buy it.

“Donald Trump and Elon 
Musk want reliable yes-men in 
Congress to push their billionaire 
agenda that hurts everyday 
families — and they are trying 
to buy this seat to shore up one 
of their most loyal foot soldiers,” 
said Chairman LeRoy J. Jones of 
the New Jersey State Democratic 
Committee. “Sadly, this money 
dump is no surprise, given that 
Tom Kean Jr. votes with Donald 
Trump 100% of the time. The 
message is clear: in return for 
Tom Kean Jr.’s blind support for 
the MAGA agenda that hurts 

New Jersey, Trump and Musk are 
returning the favor with millions 
in dark money spending meant 
to influence our elections.”

In CD-7, where Kean’s handlers 
affix an exclamation point after 
every smiley-faced appearance by 
the congressman on his Facebook 
page, Kean – ever substantively 
absent, ever uncomfortably silent 
– had become a willing Trump 
passenger in the Mayflower 
descendent MAGA movement, 
cruelly perhaps, but very 
publicly, defined by a name.
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In 2022, when he picked off 
Tom Malinowski, Tom Kean, 
Jr. campaigned on affordability 
and transparency. Four years 
later, he failed to deliver on both 
fronts, so his campaign must now 
frantically attempt to kick dirt on 
Democratic challenger Rebecca 
Bennett, another honorable 

United States Navy veteran.

This is a tough sell for Kean, 
who has to run around smiling 
vacantly while his TV ads lay 
on heavy bazooka fire. A guy 
with a government job sitting 
atop a mountain of stock trades 
faces Bennett, a helicopter pilot 

with a history of working in the 
hardnosed private sector.

Maybe the most protected 
incumbent in the country, Kean 
has tried to define Bennett as 
press-averse to reverse his own 
most obvious negative. It’s 
laughable, of course.
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But Bennett isn’t laughing. 

Earlier this month, she noted:

Tom Kean Jr. quietly released a 
new Periodic Transaction Report. 
What did it show? Six new stock 
trades in July — even cashing 
in on Google and Stryker, while 
he sits on the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee. And despite 
Congressman Kean’s best efforts 
to tell us otherwise, his signature 
is still on the bottom of the 
document and he has not fulfilled 
his campaign promise to place his 
assets into a blind trust.

“Tom Kean Jr. promised us four 
years ago that if elected, he would 
ban congressional stock trading 
and move all of his assets into 
a blind trust. Instead, he has 
become one of the most prolific 
stock traders while voting to 
take healthcare away from New 
Jerseyans and drive up costs for all 
of us. My husband and I divested 
all of our individual stocks already 
because I want New Jerseyans to 
know exactly who I fight for,” said 
Bennett.

More bad news for the incumbent 
Republican, via Save My Care:

A new national YouGov/CBS 
poll found a staggering 40 
percent of voters say the Trump-
GOP Big Ugly Bill passed last 
year has “hurt” them or their 
family, while 21 percent say 
they’ve seen no benefit at all. 
The survey comes as NBC News 
reports that insurance costs are 
poised to spike again next year 
for most Americans after Trump 
and Republicans like Tom 
Kean Jr. (R-NJ-7) robbed $1 
trillion from Medicaid and the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) to 
pay for tax breaks for billionaires 
and big corporations.

“So many families are worse off 
than they were before Trump-
Kean Big Ugly Bill dug its 
claws into the economy. Since 
Republicans ripped away tax 
credits from working families, 
millions have seen their monthly 
premiums jump by hundreds, if 
not thousands, of dollars – and 
millions have been forced to 
drop coverage altogether,” said 
Brad Woodhouse, president of 
Save My Care. “Gas, food and 
housing are all more expensive 
than the year before, and we 
already know health premiums 
will be even worse next year. 
Trump and his accomplices 

in Congress like Tom Kean 
hatched a raw deal: a full-blown 
affordability crisis for working 
people in exchange for more tax 
breaks for billionaires and big 
corporations. It’s no mystery why 
so many voters see the Big Ugly 
law as a punch in the gut, and 
why Rep. Kean desperately wants 
families to forget who brought 
the pain.”

That thorny fact hardly helps 
Kean as Bennett (47%) leads the 
Republican incumbent (42%) 
among likely voters, according 
to an InsiderNJ StimSight poll. 
Bennett gets a net positive 
rating from 7th District voters 
– 40% favorable and 30% 
unfavorable – although 3 in 10 
have no opinion of the first-
time candidate. This contrasts 
sharply with voter views of the 
incumbent Kean, which stand 
at a negative 37% favorable and 
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55% unfavorable, with just 8% 
having no opinion.

The most important issue factors 
for voters are Social Security 
and Medicare (31%), illegal 
immigration (31%), grocery 
and goods affordability (28%), 
healthcare costs (25%), threats to 
democracy (25%) and standing 
up to President Trump (25%), 
and lowering taxes (22%) 
[note: voters could name up to 3 
issues]. However, these issues are 
emphasized differently among 
the all-important soft voters. 
Social Security, healthcare costs, 
Trump and democracy are top 
factors for soft Bennett supporters. 
She has a clear advantage on 
handling these issues among all 
voters who consider them the most 
important factors in their vote. 
Among soft Kean supporters, illegal 
immigration and lowering taxes 
are top issues, and the incumbent 
has a decided edge there.

Making groceries and other goods 
more affordable is the one common 
issue that rises to the top for 
both soft Bennett and soft Kean 
supporters. Among voters who say 
this issue is an important factor 
in their vote, 39% see Bennett as 
being more likely to bring these 
costs down while just 17% give 
Kean the edge. Another 17% say 
neither candidate will improve 

the affordability of groceries and 
other goods and 25% say they are 
not sure which candidate would be 
able to do this.

“There are issues that drive out 
the base. For Democrats, it’s 
Trump and the safety net; for 
Republicans, it’s immigration 
and taxes. Both candidates have 
these voters virtually locked up. 
Then there is a small but crucial 
bloc that worries about paying 
their everyday bills. These voters 
are not locked in for either 
candidate but they are giving 
Bennett the edge right now,” 
said Patrick Murray of StimSight 
Research, who conducted the 
poll for Insider NJ.

Pumped with cash from Trump 
and Elon Musk, Kean ($4.9 
million at the end of June, with 
$3.6 million COH, compared to 
Bennett’s $4.2 total receipts, with 
$1.4 million in the bank after 
a contested primary at the end 
of June) wants voters to believe 
that Bennett has her own party 
baggage. Specifically, one of his 
tweets cited CD-12 Democratic 
candidate Adam Hamawy as 
Bennett’s “running mate.” The 
Democratic nominee for the 
seat currently occupied by U.S. 
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman, 
medical Doctor Hamawy ran to 
the left in the 2026 primary and 
has a questionable association 
with the Blind Shiekh. He also 
has an honorable service record 
– and, unfortunately for Kean – 
nothing to do with Bennett.
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No one’s ever come close to 
picking off Jeff Van Drew, 
a former Democrat turned 
beet-red MAGA movement 
mountebank, at least by the 
reckoning of his former party 
members, still steamed that he 
jilted them for, of all people, 
Donald Trump.

And how.

Van Drew not only changed 
party pajamas.

He became Trump’s 2024 state 
director, and the President’s 
most persistent Garden State 
ally.

There’s not an issue the GOP 
wants to ramrod that Van Drew 
doesn’t jump on feet first. Take 

that DMV voting scandal, for 
example.

Take that DMV voting scandal, 
for example.

He was all over it, holding 
a September hearing to 
examine how 6,600 people 
who indicated they were not 
U.S. citizens were improperly 
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registered to vote in New Jersey, 
with almost 400 later casting 
votes.

“The part that should make every 
person in New Jersey angry is 
that the state knew there was a 
problem in June of 2024 and 
did not tell the public what 
happened until two years later,” 
Van Drew complained. “How 
do thousands of noncitizens get 
registered, hundreds vote, and 
nobody thinks the people of New 
Jersey deserve to know? Now we 
are asking questions to find out 
exactly what went wrong, and 
we have been met with resistance 
from the state every step of the 
way. That is why I chaired this 
hearing today. Elections can come 
down to one vote, so yes, we are 
going to keep asking questions 
to make sure that it is only 
Americans voting in American 
elections.”

Speaking of elections, Van Drew’s 
got one, against Cape May 
Mayor Zack Mullock, a moderate 
Democrat whose ads feature him 
driving forklifts, wearing hard 
hats, tossing the pigskin, and 
generally looking like a South 
Jersey diehard equally adept 
behind the wheel of a seafaring 
vessel as a four-wheel truck.

In other words, Mullock knows 
the public down there – which 
reddened in the Trump era, as 
everywhere else in New Jersey 
turned bluer – basically sees 
Democrats as wimpy and dorky 
and well, he’s tough, for the love 
of God.

Is it enough?

If it’s a heavy lift, Democrats at 

least want to furnish Mullock 
($120K COH after a late race 
entrance and acrimonious 
primary) with late-in-the-game 
resources. If he can’t truss Van 
Drew ($1.5 million COH at the 
end of June), maybe he can tie up 
Republican assets and divert some 
attention away from CD-7.

Or maybe MAGA – beset by 
high gas prices, Epstein agony 
and grocery price hell – is ready 
to give Van Drew the heave-
ho. Or if not, maybe they’re 
prepared to sit on their hands as 
Dems in the district turn out. It’s 
anyone’s guess, but Van Drew’s 
long-seething enemies at least see 
Mullock as credible and – given 
Trump’s toxicity – don’t discount 
the possibility of a blue tsunami, 
even in CD-2.
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